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APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR LOW TEMPERATURE DE-ICING 

PART A - STRUCTURE OF THIS PROVISIONAL 

In order to submit this provisional, we are employing the approach as explained below. 

We begin by taking recourse to an earlier PCT (PCT/IL03/00854 - COLB 47895 - MICROHEAT 
5C) submitted by Microheat Inc., namely the one named "Apparatus and Method for Cleaning or 
De-icing Vehicle Elements" (hereinafter "PCT"). 

Referring to Part B, see the text pages 1 to 57 and the figures from Fig. No. 1 to Fig. No. 24H. 

Said PCT is incorporated in the present provisional in full, forming Part B of this document. In th 
provisional we include the complete text of the former PCT, up to its claims, which are not 
included inhere under, 

In addition, we do include all the figures of said PCT, starting with figure No. 1 and up to figure 
24H, inclusive. 

As said, the above (text and drawings) constitute "Part B" of the current provisional. 

Referring to Part C, see the text pages 58 to page 83, and figures No. 25 to No. 3 IB. 

Part C of this provisional constitutes the added subject matter of previous U.S. Provisional 
Application 60/544,438, filed February 12, 2004, titled "Apparatus and Method for Low 
Temperature De-Icing" (COLB 50839 - MICROHEAT 6A). 

As said, the above (text and drawings) constitute "Part C" of the current provisional. 



Database on 03/22/2005 



Referring to Part D, see the text pages 84 - 106, and the figures from Fig, No. 32 to Fig. No. 41B. 



Part D of the provisional constitutes the new, added subject matter of this provisional. 
Part D, hence, is made up of the components (standard sections) provided in any common 
provisional. 

This approach - presenting the three parts, was selected in order to alleviate the task of expected 
future consolidation of an application, when going over from the provisional to the PCT. 
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PARTB- 



p. 3 - A 

THE REFERRED TO PCT (PCT/IL03/00854 - 



COLB 47895 



— M1CROHEAT 5C) 



The PCT (without the claims), L e. pages 1 to 57 are presented in the 
following pages. 

Figures No. 1 to No. 24H will be entered at the end of the document 
(following all the written texts material). 



Part C THE PREVIOUS PROVISIONAL (U.S. 60/544,438 - COLB 50839 - MICROHEAT 6A) 

The added provisional's matter (with it claims), i. e. pages 58 to 83 are 
presented in the following pages. •» 

Figures No. 25 to No. 3 IB will be entered at the end of the document 
(following all the written texts material). 
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p.5-A 

Part D THE PROVISIONAL'S ADDED MATTER (COLB 51677 - MICROHEAT 6B) 

The added provisional's matter (with it claims), i. e. pages 84 to 106 a 
presented in the following pages. 

Figures No. 32 to No. 41B will be entered at the end of the document 
(following all the written texts material). 



51677 PartB 



APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR CLEANING OR DE-ICING VEHICLE 

ELEMENTS 

REFERENCE TO CO-PENDING APPLICATIONS 

Applicant hereby claims priority of U.S. Provisional Patent Application 
Serial No. 60/451,600 filed on March 3, 2003, entitled "System And Method For Swift 
Cleaning Or De-icing Windshields" and U.S. Provisional Patent Application Serial No. 
60/420,001, filed October 21, 2002, entitled " System And Method For Swift Cleaning 
Or Deicing Windshields ". 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to apparatus and method for 
cleaning or de-icing vehicle elements. * 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
The following publications are believed to represent the current state of 

the art: 

U.S. Patents: 6,164,564; 6,199,587; 5,509,606; 5,118,040; 4,090,668; 
5,012,977; 5,354,965; 3,979,068; 4,090,668; 4,106,508; 5,012,977; 5,118,040; 
5,254,083; 5,354,965; 5,383,247; 5,509,606; 5,927,608; 5,947,348 and 5,988,529. 

Published PCT Applications: WO 02/092237, WO 00/27540 and WO 

98/58826. 



1 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 



The present invention seeks to provide improved apparatus and method 
for cleaning or de-icing vehicle elements. 

There is thus provided in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the 
present invention a liquid heating assembly including a heat-conductive displaceable 
element and a liquid heating enclosure defining a liquid heating volume including a 
primary liquid heating volume portion and a secondary liquid heating volume portion, 
separated by the heat-conductive displaceable element, the primary liquid heating 
volume portion including a heat exchanger for directly heating liquid in the primary 
liquid heating volume portion and for indirectly heating liquid in the secondary liquid 
heating volume portion via the heat-conductive displacement element. 

In accordance with another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the heat-conductive displaceable element includes a resilient, flexible 
element. Additionally or alternatively, the heat-conductive displaceable element forms 
at least a wall both of the primary liquid heating volume portion and of the secondary 

liquid heating volume portion. 

In accordance with yet another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention at least the liquid heating enclosure defines a primary liquid flow pathway in 
the primary liquid heating volume portion and a secondary liquid flow pathway in the 
secondary liquid heating volume portion, the secondary liquid flow pathway supplying 
liquid to the primary liquid flow pathway. 

Preferably, the primary liquid heating volume portion is formed of a 
relatively rigid, highly heat conductive material. Additionally, the secondary liquid 
heating volume portion is formed of a material which is less rigid and less heat 
conductive than the material forming the primary liquid heating volume portion. 

In accordance with another x - preferred . embodiment of the present 
invention at least the primary liquid flow pathway is defined by the liquid heating 
enclosure and by the heat-conductive displacement element. In accordance with yet 
another preferred embodiment of the present invention at least the liquid heating 
enclosure defines an at least partially turbulent flow primary liquid flow pathway in the 



primary liquid heating volume portion and an at least partially turbulent flow secondary 
liquid flow pathway in the secondary liquid heating volume portion, the at least partially 
turbulent flow secondary liquid flow pathway supplying liquid to the at least partially 
turbulent" flow primary liquid flow pathway. 
5 In accordance with still another preferred embodiment of the present 

invention the primary liquid heating volume portion is formed at least partially of a 
metal material, which is relatively highly heat conductive and the secondary liquid 
heating volume portion is formed at least partially of a plastic material, which is 
relatively heat insulative, separated by the heat-conductive displaceable element, 
LO formed of a material which is less heat conductive than the metal material. Additionally, 
*the heat-conductive displaceable element is formed of a material which is more heat 
conductive than the plastic material. 

In accordance with another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the heat-conductive displaceable element is apertured to permit liquid 
15 communication from the secondary liquid heating volume portion to the primary liquid 
heating volume portion. 

In accordance with another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the secondary liquid heating volume portion includes at least one displaceable 
outer wall portion providing freeze protection by virtue of its displaceability. 
20 Additionally, the heat-conductive displaceable element is operative to be displaced into 
the secondary liquid heating volume portion upon freezing of liquid inside the primary 

liquid heating volume portion. 

In accordance with yet another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the heat-conductive displaceable element is an intervening liquid 

25 impermeable diaphragm. 

In accordance with still another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the primary liquid heating volume portion is a first conduit element and the 
secondary liquid heating volume portion is a'second conduit element. Additionally, the 
heat exchanger is defined by the first conduit element and the second conduit element. 

30 There is also provided in accordance with another preferred embodiment 

of the present invention vehicle including a vehicle chassis including a drive train, a 
vehicle body including at least one vehicle surface which requires washing-, a vehicle 
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washing liquid reservoir, a vehicle washing liquid discharge assembly, a vehicle surface 
washer assembly operative to employ the vehicle washing liquid discharge assembly 
and a washing liquid from the vehicle washing liquid reservoir for washing the at least 
one vehicle surface which requires washing and a liquid heating assembly operative to 
employ the vehicle washing liquid discharge assembly and the washing liquid from the 
vehicle washing liquid reservoir for providing a spray of heated liquid onto the at least 
one vehicle surface which requires washing, the liquid heating assembly including a 
heat-conductive displaceable element and a liquid heating enclosure defining a liquid 
heating volume including a primary liquid heating volume portion and a secondary 
liquid heating volume portion, separated by the heat-conductive displaceable element, 
the primary liquid heating volume portion including a heat exchanger for directly 
heating liquid in the primary liquid heating volume portion and for indirectly heating 
liquid in the secondary liquid heating volume portion via the heat-conductive 

displacement element. 

There is further provided in accordance with yet another preferred 
embodiment of the present invention a vehicle including a vehicle chassis including a 
drive train, a vehicle body including at least one vehicle surface which requires 
washing, a vehicle washing liquid reservoir, a vehicle washing liquid discharge 
assembly, a vehicle surface washer assembly operative to employ the vehicle washing 
liquid discharge assembly and a washing liquid from the vehicle washing liquid 
reservoir for washing the at least one vehicle surface which requires washing, a liquid 
heating assembly operative to employ the vehicle washing liquid discharge assembly 
and the washing liquid from the vehicle washing liquid reservoir for providing a spray 
of heated liquid onto the at least one surface which requires washing and a normally 
closed automatically operative valve interconnecting the vehicle washing liquid 
reservoir to the vehicle washing liquid discharge assembly and being operative, when 
open, to bypass the liquid heating assembly. 

In accordance with another x preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the vehicle also includes a vehicle pump connected upstream of the at least 
one vehicle washing liquid reservoir and downstream of the normally closed 
automatically operative valve. Additionally or alternatively, the liquid heating assembly 
includes a heat-conductive displaceable element and a liquid heating enclosure defining 



a liquid heating volume including a primary liquid heating volume portion and a 
secondary liquid heating volume portion, separated by the heat-conductive displaceable 
element, the primary liquid heating volume portion including a heat exchanger for 
directly heating liquid in the primary liquid heating volume portion and for indirectly 
5 heating liquid in the secondary liquid heating volume portion via the heat-conductive 
displacement element. 

Preferably, the heat-conductive displaceable element includes a resilient, 
flexible element. Additionally or alternatively, the heat-conductive displaceable element 
forms at least a wall both of the primary liquid heating volume portion and of the 
10 secondary liquid heating volume portion. 

In accordance with yet another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention at least the liquid heating enclosure defines a primary liquid flow pathway in 
the primary liquid heating volume portion and a secondary liquid flow pathway in the 
secondary liquid heating volume portion, the secondary liquid flow pathway supplying 
15 liquid to the primary liquid flow pathway. 

In accordance with still another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the primary liquid heating volume portion is formed of a relatively rigid, 
highly heat conductive material. Additionally, the secondary liquid heating volume 
; portion is formed of a material which is less rigid and less heat conductive than the 
20 material forming the primary liquid heating volume portion. 

In accordance with another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention at least the primary liquid flow pathway is defined by the liquid heating 
enclosure and by the heat-conductive displacement element. Additionally or 
alternatively, at least the liquid heating enclosure defines an at least partially turbulent 
25 flow primary liquid flow pathway in the primary liquid heating volume portion and an 
at least partially turbulent flow secondary liquid flow pathway in the secondary liquid 
heating volume portion, the at least partially turbulent flow secondary liquid flow 
pathway supplying liquid to the at least partially turbulent flow primary liquid flow 
pathway. Additionally or alternatively, the primary liquid heating volume portion is 
30 formed at least partially of a metal material, which is relatively highly heat conductive 
and the secondary liquid heating volume portion is formed at least partially of a plastic 
material, which is relatively heat insulative, separated by the- heat-conductive 
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displaceable element, formed of a material which is less heat conductive than the metal 
material. Preferably, the heat-conductive displaceable element is formed of a material 
which is more heat conductive than the plastic material. 

In accordance with yet another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the heat-conductive displaceable element is apertured to permit liquid 
communication from the secondary liquid heating volume portion to the primary liquid 
heating volume portion. Additionally or alternatively, the secondary liquid heating 
volume portion includes at least one displaceable outer wall portion providing freeze 
protection by virtue of its displaceability. Additionaly, the heat-conductive displaceable 
element is operative to be displaced into the secondary liquid heating volume portion 
upon freezing of liquid inside the primary liquid heating volume portion. 

In accordance with still another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the at least one vehicle surface which requires washing includes at least one of 
the following surfaces: a front vehicle windshield surface, a back vehicle windshield 
surface, a side vehicle window surface, a vehicle headlight surface, a vehicle rear light 
surface, a vehicle radar antenna surface and a vehicle exterior mirror surface. 

In accordance with still another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the heat-conductive displaceable element is an intervening liquid 
impermeable diaphragm. In accordance with yet another preferred embodiment of the 
present invention the primary liquid heating volume portion is a first conduit element 
and the secondary liquid heating volume portion is a second conduit element. 
Additionally, the heat exchanger is defined by the first conduit element and the second 
conduit element. 

In accordance with another preferred embodiment of the . present 
invention the normally closed automatically operative valve is a differential pressure 
responsive one-way valve. 

In accordance with still another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention user activation activates the spray of heated liquid onto the at least one vehicle 
surface which requires washing. Additionally or alternatively, automatic activation 
activates the spray of heated liquid onto the at least one vehicle surface which requires 
washing. Preferably, the automatic activation is provided by an AGC actuation signal. 

6 
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In accordance with yet another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the liquid heating assembly is operative to employ the vehicle washing liquid 
discharge assembly and the washing liquid from the vehicle washing liquid reservoir.for 
providing a spray of liquid onto a vehicle windshield surface and a vehicle radar 

5 antenna surface. 

In accordance with still another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the vehicle also includes a normally-open valve interconnecting vehicle 
windshield sprayers of the vehicle windshield surface to the vehicle washing liquid 
discharge assembly and being operative, when open, to bypass vehicle radar antenna 
10 sprayers of the vehicle radar antenna surface. In accordance with another preferred 
embodiment of the present invention the vehicle also includes a flow restrictor, 
restricting flow to the vehicle radar antenna sprayers to ensure liquid is supplied to the 
vehicle windshield sprayers when the normally-open valve is open. 

There is further provided in accordance with yet another preferred 
15 embodiment of the present invention a liquid heating method including providing a 
liquid heating enclosure defining a liquid heating volume including a primary liquid 
heating volume portion and a secondary liquid heating volume portion, separated by a 
heat-conductive displaceable element and directly heating liquid in the primary liquid 
heating volume portion, thereby indirectly heating liquid in the secondary liquid heating 
20 volume portion via the heat-conductive displacement element. 

There is further provided in accordance with still another preferred 
embodiment of the present invention a vehicle operation method including providing a 
vehicle including at least one vehicle surface which requires washing and washing the at 
least one vehicle surface which requires washing by supplying heated liquid from a 
25 reservoir as a spray of heated liquid onto the at least one surface which requires washing 
including causing liquid from the reservoir to be directly heated in a primary liquid 
heating volume portion and to be indirectly heated in a secondary liquid heating volume 
portion via a heat-conductive element separating the primary and secondary liquid 

heating volume portions. 
30 There is yet further provided in accordance with still another preferred 

embodiment of the present invention a vehicle operation method including providing a 
vehicle including at least one vehicle surface which requires washing and washing the at 
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least one vehicle surface which requires washing by at least one of supplying heated 
liquid from a liquid reservoir via a liquid heating assembly as a spray of heated liquid 
onto the at least one surface which requires washing and supplying unheated liquid from 
the liquid reservoir via a normally closed automatically operative valve which, when 
5 open, bypasses the liquid heating assembly. 

In accordance with another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention a vehicle pump connects upstream of the liquid reservoir and downstream of 
the normally closed automatically operative valve. 

In accordance with another preferred embodiment of the present 
10 invention the vehicle operation method also includes providing a vehicle including the 
at least one vehicle surface which requires washing and washing the at least one vehicle 
surface which requires washing by supplying heated liquid from the liquid reservoir as a 
spray of heated liquid onto the at least one surface which requires washing including 
causing liquid from the liquid reservoir to be directly heated in a primary liquid heating 
1 5 volume portion and to be indirectly heated in a secondary liquid heating volume portion 
via a heat-conductive element separating the primary and secondary liquid heating 
volume portions. 

In accordance with another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the primary and secondary liquid heating volume portions are defined by a 
20 liquid heating enclosure and the primary liquid heating volume portion includes a heat 
exchanger for directly heating the liquid in the primary liquid heating volume portion 
and for indirectly heating the liquid in the secondary liquid heating volume portion via 
the heat-conductive displacement element. 

In accordance with still another preferred embodiment of the present 
25 invention the heat-conductive displaceable element is resiliently and flexibly 
displaceable. Additionally or alternatively, the heat-conductive displaceable element 
separates the primary liquid heating volume portion and the secondary liquid heating 
volume portion. In accordance with still another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the liquid flows into a primary liquid flow pathway in the primary liquid 
30 heating volume portion from a secondary liquid flow pathway in the secondary liquid 
heating volume portion. Additionally or alternatively, at least the liquid flows in at least 
partially turbulent flow primary liquid flow through the primary liquid heating- volume 
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portion following flowing in at least partially turbulent flow secondary liquid flow 
through the secondary liquid heating volume portion. 

In accordance with yet another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the liquid flows via an aperture formed in the heat-conductive displaceable 
5 element to permit liquid communication from the secondary liquid heating volume 
portion to the primary liquid heating volume portion. 

In accordance with another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention at least one displaceable outer wall portion of the secondary liquid heating 
volume portion is displaced into the secondary liquid heating volume portion upon 
I o freezing of liquid inside the primary liquid heating volume portion. 

In accordance with another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the washing includes an initial spray cycle. Additionally, the indirectly 
heating liquid in the secondary liquid heating volume portion during a relatively long 
time duration after initial operation of a motor of the vehicle causes the initial spray 
15 cycle to be relatively longer than when the indirectly heating liquid in the secondary 
liquid heating volume portion is during a relatively short time duration after initial 
operation of the motor of the vehicle. Additionally, the supplying heated liquid onto the 
at least one surface is nearly instantaneous when the indirectly heating liquid in the 
secondary liquid heating volume portion is for a relatively long time duration after the 
20 initial operation of the motor of the vehicle. 

There is also provided in accordance with another preferred embodiment 
of the present invention a heated liquid discharge system including a main assembly 
which provides liquid heating and includes electrical and liquid flow control 
functionalities, a liquid inflow conduit supplying liquid from a liquid reservoir to the 
25 main assembly and a liquid outflow conduit supplying liquid to at least one sprayer 
located at at least one location on a motor vehicle, the main assembly including a liquid 
heating chamber communicating with the liquid inflow conduit and the liquid outflow 
conduit and being formed with a liquid drain aperture located on a side thereof which 
permits draining of liquid from the liquid heating chamber generally down to a level of 

30 the liquid drain aperture. 

In accordance with another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the draining takes place when a vehicle pump supplying liquid to the liquid 
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inflow conduit is not in operation. In accordance with another preferred embodiment of 
the present invention the at least one location includes at least one of the following 
locations: front vehicle windshield, back vehicle windshield, side vehicle windows, 
surface vehicle headlights, vehicle rear lights and vehicle exterior mirrors. 
5 In accordance with another preferred embodiment of the present 

invention a vehicle operator actuation switch is electrically coupled to the main 
assembly. Additionally or alternatively, the main assembly is connected to a vehicle 
computer. Alternatively or additionally, the main assembly is connected to a vehicle 
ignition switch. 

10 In accordance with still another preferred embodiment of the present 

invention the main assembly includes a principal housing portion and a cover housing 
portion. Additionally, the principal housing portion defines a generally circular 
cylindrical liquid heating chamber accommodating volume in a major portion of which 
is disposed a liquid heating assembly including the liquid heating chamber. 
15 In accordance with yet another preferred embodiment of the present 

invention the liquid heating chamber includes a generally circular cylindrical outer 
sleeve. Additionally, the liquid heating assembly includes a plurality of heating 
elements located within the liquid heating chamber. In accordance with another 
preferred embodiment of the present invention electrical characteristics of individual 
20 ones of the plurality of heating elements are different from each other. 

In accordance with still another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the principal housing portion defines a liquid inlet channel and a heated liquid 
outlet channel, both communicating with the liquid heating chamber accommodating 
volume and respectively communicating with the liquid inflow conduit and the liquid 
25 outflow conduit. Additionally, the principal housing portion also defines a heated liquid 
temperature sensor mounting aperture which communicates with the liquid heating 
chamber accommodating volume. 

In accordance with yet another preferred embodiment of the present 
' invention liquid supplied to the liquid heating chamber accommodating volume via the 
30 liquid inlet channel enters the liquid heating chamber via at least two liquid inlet 
apertures formed in the liquid heating chamber including a first aperture located near a 
base of the liquid heating chamber and a second aperture located at an opposite side of 
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the liquid heating chamber from the first aperture and near a middle of a height of the 
liquid heating chamber. Additionally, during operation of the vehicle pump supplying 
liquid to the liquid inflow conduit a level of the liquid exceeds the height of the liquid 
heating chamber and fills the liquid heating chamber accommodating volume. 

In accordance with another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the liquid drain aperture is located on a side of the liquid heating chamber just 
below the top thereof, which permits draining of the liquid from the liquid heating 
chamber accommodating volume generally only down to the level of the liquid drain 
aperture when the vehicle pump is not in operation. In accordance with still another 
preferred embodiment of the present invention the liquid from the liquid reservoir is 
supplied by the vehicle pump via the liquid inlet conduit via a liquid inlet pathway 
portion of a liquid connector assembly, which also defines a liquid outlet pathway 
portion. 

In accordance with another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the liquid connector assembly defines a differential pressure bypass pathway 
portion, which is controlled by a one-way valve and which permits liquid flow from the 
liquid inlet pathway portion to the liquid outlet pathway portion when a pressure 
differential thereacross reaches a predetermined threshold, which indicates the existence 
of a blockage in a liquid path through the liquid heating chamber accommodating 
volume. Additionally, the liquid inlet pathway portion includes a leaky one way valve 
which permits supply of liquid under pressure to the liquid heating chamber 
accommodating volume but restricts backflow therethrough to a relatively slow rate. 

In accordance with a further preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the liquid passes through the liquid inlet channel, fills the liquid heating 
chamber accommodating volume and flows into the liquid heating chamber via the first 
and second apertures. In accordance with still another preferred embodiment of the 
present invention the liquid is heated in the liquid heating chamber and a temperature of 
the liquid or of air overlying the liquid, depending on the liquid level of the liquid, is 
sensed by at least one temperature sensor. In accordance with another preferred 
) embodiment of the present invention the at least one temperature sensor is mounted 
onto a printed circuit board which is mounted within the principal housing portion and 
located outside of the liquid heating chamber accommodating volume. 



In accordance with another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the heated liquid discharge system also includes control circuitry, for 
operation of the main assembly, which is connected to the at least one temperature 
sensor. 

5 In accordance with yet another preferred embodiment of the present 

invention the heated liquid discharge system also includes an overheating cut-off fuse 
for shutting off electrical power to at least part of the main assembly in the event of 
overheating of the liquid heating chamber. In accordance with still another preferred 
embodiment of the present invention the fuse is formed with an undersurface of a 
10 resilient material and is retained in tight thermal engagement with the underside of a 
base of the liquid heating element. 

In accordance with another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the liquid drain aperture together with a leaky one-way valve provides both 
overheating and anti-freezing protection for the main assembly. 
15 In accordance with yet another preferred embodiment of the present 

invention when the liquid is not being pumped into the liquid heating chamber, the 
liquid tends to drain slowly from the liquid heating chamber via the leaky one-way 
valve until a level of liquid in the liquid heating chamber reaches the level of the liquid 
drain aperture, at which point air, rather than liquid is drawn into the liquid outflow 
20 conduit, effectively terminating drainage and retaining liquid inside the liquid heating 
chamber accommodating volume generally at the level of the liquid drain aperture. 

In accordance with still another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention retention of liquid inside the liquid heating chamber at a level generally not 
lower than that of the liquid drain aperture ensures that the level of liquid in the liquid 
25 heating chamber at least covers most of the heating elements located therein, ensuring 
rapid heating of the liquid and avoiding burning out of the heating elements due to lack 
of the liquid in the vicinity thereof and retention of the liquid inside the liquid heating 
chamber at a level no higher than that of the liquid drain aperture ensures that sufficient 
freezing expansion volume is provided so that when the vehicle is not being operated 
30 and is in a freezing environment, freezing of the liquid therein does not cause cracking 
of the liquid heating chamber. 
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There is yet further provided in accordance with yet another preferred 
embodiment of the present invention a heated liquid discharge system including a main 
assembly which provides liquid heating and includes electrical and liquid flow control 
functionalities, a liquid inflow conduit supplying liquid from a liquid reservoir to the 
5 main assembly and a liquid outflow conduit supplying liquid to at least one sprayer 
located at at least one location on a motor vehicle, the liquid inflow conduit having 
connected in series therewith a leaky one-way valve which permits limited backflow of 
liquid from the main assembly to the reservoir. 

There is even further provided in accordance with yet another preferred 
10 embodiment of the present invention a heated liquid discharge system including a main 
assembly which provides liquid heating and includes electrical and liquid flow control 
functionalities, a liquid inflow conduit supplying liquid from a liquid reservoir to the 
main assembly and a liquid outflow conduit supplying liquid to at least one sprayer 
located at at least one location on a motor vehicle, the main assembly including a liquid 
15 heating chamber and an electrical circuit board having mounted thereon a liquid 
temperature sensor which senses temperature of the liquid in the liquid heating 
chamber. 

In accordance with yet another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the main assembly includes a liquid heating chamber communicating with the 
20 liquid inflow conduit and the liquid outflow conduit and being formed with a liquid 
drain aperture located on a side thereof which permits draining of liquid from the liquid 
heating chamber generally down to level of the liquid drain aperture via the leaky one- 
way valve. 

In accordance with yet another preferred embodiment of the present 
25 invention the draining takes place when a vehicle pump supplying liquid to the liquid 
inflow conduit is not in operation. In accordance with another preferred embodiment of 
the present invention the at least one location includes at least one of the following 
locations: front vehicle windshield, back vehicle windshield, side vehicle windows, 
surface vehicle headlights, vehicle rear lights and vehicle exterior mirrors. 
30 In accordance with still another preferred embodiment of the present 

invention a vehicle operator actuation switch is electrically coupled to the main 
assembly. Alternatively or additionally, the main assembly is connected to a vehicle 
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computer. Additionally or alternatively, the main assembly is connected to a vehicle 
ignition switch. 

In accordance with yet another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the main assembly includes a principal housing portion and a cover housing 
5 portion. Additionally, the principal housing portion defines a generally circular 
cylindrical liquid heating chamber accommodating volume in a major portion of which 
is disposed a liquid heating assembly including the liquid heating chamber. 

In accordance with still another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the liquid heating chamber includes a generally circular cylindrical outer 
10 sleeve. Preferably, the liquid heating assembly includes a plurality of heating elements 
located within the liquid heating chamber. Additionally, electrical characteristics of 
individual ones of the plurality of heating elements are different from each other. 

In accordance with still another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the principal housing portion defines a liquid inlet channel and a heated liquid 
15 outlet channel, both communicating with the liquid heating chamber accommodating 
volume and respectively communicating with the liquid inflow conduit and the liquid 
outflow conduit. Additionally, the principal housing portion also defines a heated liquid 
temperature sensor mounting aperture which communicates with the liquid heating 
chamber accommodating volume. In accordance with yet another preferred embodiment 
20 of the present invention liquid supplied to the liquid heating chamber accommodating 
volume via the liquid inlet channel enters the liquid heating chamber via at least two 
liquid inlet apertures formed in the liquid heating chamber including a first aperture 
located near a base of the liquid heating chamber and a second aperture located at an 
opposite side of the liquid heating chamber from the first aperture and near a middle of 
25 a height of the liquid heating chamber. 

In accordance with yet another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention during operation of the vehicle pump supplying liquid to the liquid inflow 
conduit a level of the liquid exceeds the height of the liquid heating chamber and fills 
the liquid heating chamber accommodating volume. Additionally, the liquid drain 
30 aperture is located on a side of the liquid heating chamber just below the top thereof, 
which permits draining of the liquid from the liquid heating chamber accommodating 
volume generally only down to the level of the liquid drain aperture when the vehicle 
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pump is not in operation. In accordance with another preferred embodiment of the 
present invention the liquid from the liquid reservoir is supplied by the vehicle pump via 
the liquid inlet conduit via a liquid inlet pathway portion of a liquid connector assembly, 
which also defines a liquid outlet pathway portion. 

In accordance with yet another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the liquid connector assembly defines a differential pressure bypass pathway 
portion, which is controlled by a one-way valve and which permits liquid flow from the 
liquid inlet pathway portion to the liquid outlet pathway portion when a pressure 
differential thereacross reaches a predetermined threshold, which indicates the existence 
of a blockage in a liquid path through the liquid heating chamber accommodating 
volume. In accordance with yet another preferred embodiment of the present invention 
the liquid inlet pathway portion includes a leaky one way valve which permits supply of 
liquid under pressure to the liquid heating chamber accommodating volume but restricts 
backflow therethrough to a relatively slow rate. 

In accordance with another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the liquid passes through the liquid inlet channel, fills the liquid heating 
chamber accommodating volume and flows into the liquid heating chamber via the first 

and second apertures. 

In accordance with yet another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the liquid is heated in the liquid heating chamber and a temperature of the 
liquid or of air overlying the liquid, depending on the liquid level of the liquid, is sensed 

by the liquid temperature sensor. 

In accordance with yet another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the at liquid temperature sensor is mounted onto a printed circuit board which 
is mounted within the principal housing portion and located outside of the liquid heating 

chamber accommodating volume. 

In accordance with yet another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the heated liquid discharge sysiem also includes control circuitry, for 
operation of the main assembly, which is connected to the liquid temperature sensor. 

In accordance with another preferred embodiment of the present 
' invention the heated liquid discharge system also includes an overheating cut-off fuse 
for shutting off electrical power to at least part of the main assembly in the event of 
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overheating of the liquid heating chamber. Preferably, the fuse is formed with an 
undersurface of a resilient material and is retained in tight thermal engagement with the 
underside of a base of the liquid heating element. 

In accordance with another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the liquid drain aperture together with the leaky one-way valve provides both 
overheating and anti-freezing protection for the main assembly. 

In accordance with yet another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention when the liquid is not being pumped into the liquid heating chamber, the 
liquid tends to drain slowly from the liquid heating chamber via the leaky one-way 
valve until a level of liquid in the liquid heating chamber reaches the level of the liquid 
drain aperture, at which point air, rather than liquid is drawn into the liquid outflow 
conduit, effectively terminating drainage and retaining liquid inside the liquid heating 
chamber accommodating volume generally at the level of the liquid drain aperture. 

In accordance with still another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention retention of liquid inside the liquid heating chamber at a level generally not 
lower than that of the liquid drain aperture ensures that the level of liquid in the liquid 
heating chamber at least covers most of the heating elements located therein, ensuring 
rapid heating of the liquid and avoiding burning out of the heating elements due to lack 
of the liquid in the vicinity thereof and retention of the liquid inside the liquid heating 
chamber at a level no higher than that of the liquid drain aperture ensures that sufficient 
freezing expansion volume is provided so that when the vehicle is not being operated 
and is in a freezing environment, freezing of the liquid therein does not cause cracking 

of the liquid heating chamber. 

There is yet further provided in accordance with still another preferred 
embodiment of the present invention a heated liquid discharge method including 
supplying liquid from a liquid reservoir to a liquid heating chamber included in a main 
assembly, heating the liquid in the liquid heating chamber, supplying heated liquid from 
the liquid heating chamber to at least one sprayer located at at least one location on a 
motor vehicle and draining of liquid to the liquid reservoir from the liquid heating 
chamber generally down to a predetermined level in the liquid heating chamber. 

In accordance with another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the supplying liquid from a liquid reservoir to a liquid heating chamber is via 
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a liquid inflow conduit and the supplying heated liquid from the liquid heating chamber 
to the at least one sprayer located at at least one location on a motor vehicle is via a 
liquid outflow conduit. Additionally or alternatively, the draining is via a liquid drain 
aperture located on a side of the liquid heating chamber. Preferably, the draining takes 
place when a vehicle pump supplying liquid to the liquid inflow conduit is not in 
operation. 

In accordance with yet another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the at least one location includes at least one of the following locations: front 
vehicle windshield, back vehicle windshield, side vehicle windows, surface vehicle 
headlights, vehicle rear lights and vehicle exterior mirrors. 

In accordance with another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the heated liquid discharge method also includes electrically coupling a 
vehicle operator actuation switch to the main assembly. 

In accordance with another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the heated liquid discharge method also includes connecting the main 
assembly to a vehicle computer. In accordance with another preferred embodiment of 
the present invention the heated liquid discharge method also includes connecting the 
main assembly to a vehicle ignition switch. 

In accordance with another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the heating the liquid in the liquid heating chamber is provided by a plurality 
of heating elements located within the liquid heating chamber. In accordance with 
another preferred embodiment of the present invention electrical characteristics of 
individual ones of the plurality of heating elements are different from each other. 

In accordance with another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the liquid flows to the liquid heating chamber via a liquid inlet channel and 
enters the liquid heating chamber via at least two liquid inlet apertures formed in the 
liquid heating chamber including a first aperture located near a base of the liquid 
heating chamber and a second aperture located at an opposite side of the liquid heating 
chamber from the first aperture and near a middle of a height of the liquid heating 
chamber. 

In accordance with another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention during operation of the vehicle pump supplying liquid to the liquid inflow 
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conduit a level of the liquid exceeds the height of the liquid heating chamber and fills a 
liquid heating chamber accommodating volume defined within the liquid heating 
chamber. 

In accordance with still another preferred embodiment of the present 
5 invention the liquid drain aperture is located on a side of the liquid heating chamber just 
below the top thereof, which permits the draining of the liquid from the liquid heating 
chamber accommodating volume generally only down to the level of the liquid drain 
aperture when the vehicle pump is not in operation. 

In accordance with still another preferred embodiment of the present 
10 invention the liquid from the liquid reservoir is supplied by the vehicle pump via the 
liquid inlet conduit via a liquid inlet pathway portion of a liquid connector assembly, 
which also defines a liquid outlet pathway portion. 

In accordance with still another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the heated liquid discharge method also includes controlling a differential 
15 pressure bypass pathway portion defined within a liquid connector assembly by a one- 
way valve, the one-way valve permits liquid flow from the liquid inlet pathway portion 
to the liquid outlet pathway portion when a pressure differential thereacross reaches a 
predetermined threshold, which indicates the existence of a blockage in a liquid path 
through the liquid heating chamber accommodating volume. * 

In accordance with yet another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the heated liquid discharge method and also includes permitting supply of 
liquid under pressure to the liquid heating chamber accommodating volume but 
restricting backflow therethrough to a relatively slow rate. 

In accordance with another preferred embodiment of the present 
25 invention the liquid passes through the liquid inlet channel, fills the liquid heating 
chamber accommodating volume and flows into the liquid heating chamber via the first 

and second apertures. 

In accordance with still another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the heated liquid discharge method also includes sensing a temperature of the 
30 liquid in the liquid heating chamber or of air overlying the liquid, depending on the 
liquid level of the liquid, by at least one temperature sensor. 
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In accordance with still another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the heated liquid discharge method also includes operating the main assembly 
by a control circuitry, for operation of the main assembly, which is connected to the at 
least one temperature sensor. 
5 In accordance with still another preferred embodiment of the present 

invention the heated liquid discharge method also includes shutting off electrical power 
to at least part of the main assembly in the event of overheating of the liquid heating 
chamber by an overheating cut-off fuse. Preferably, the fuse is formed with an 
undersurface of a resilient material and is retained in tight thermal engagement with the 
1 0 underside of a base of the liquid heating element. 

In accordance with yet another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the heated liquid discharge method also includes providing both overheating 
and anti-freezing protection for the main assembly by the liquid drain aperture together 

with a leaky one-way valve. 
15 In accordance with still another preferred embodiment of the present 

invention when the liquid is not being pumped into the liquid heating chamber, the 
liquid tends to drain slowly from the liquid heating chamber via the leaky one-way 
valve until a level of liquid in the liquid heating chamber reaches a level of the liquid 
drain aperture, at which point air, rather than liquid is drawn into the liquid outflow 
20 conduit, effectively terminating drainage and retaining liquid inside the liquid heating 
chamber accommodating volume generally at the level of the liquid drain aperture. 

In accordance with still another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention retention of liquid inside the liquid heating chamber at a level generally not 
lower than that of the liquid drain aperture ensures that the level of liquid in the liquid 
25 heating chamber at least covers most of the heating elements located therein, ensuring 
rapid heating of the liquid and avoiding burning out of the heating elements due to lack 
of the liquid in the vicinity thereof and retention of the liquid inside the liquid heating 
chamber at a level no higher than that of the fiquid drain aperture ensures that sufficient 
freezing expansion volume is provided so that when the vehicle is not being operated 
30 and is in a freezing environment, freezing of the liquid therein does not cause cracking 
of the liquid heating chamber. 
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There is also provided in accordance with still another preferred 
embodiment of the present invention a heated liquid discharge method including 
supplying liquid from a liquid reservoir to a liquid heating chamber, heating the liquid 
in the liquid heating chamber, supplying heated liquid from the liquid heating chamber 

5 to at least one sprayer located at at least one location on a motor vehicle and draining of 
liquid to the liquid reservoir from the liquid heating chamber via a leaky one-way valve. 

There is further provided in accordance with yet another preferred 
embodiment of the present invention a heated liquid discharge method including 
supplying liquid from a liquid reservoir to a liquid heating chamber, heating the liquid 

10 in the liquid heating chamber, supplying heated liquid from the liquid heating chamber 
to at least one sprayer located at at least one location on a motor vehicle, sensing a 
temperature of the heated liquid and separately sensing a temperature of the liquid 
heating chamber. 

15 362. A heated liquid discharge method according to claim 361 and also 

including draining of the liquid to the liquid reservoir from the liquid heating chamber 
generally down to a predetermined level in the liquid heating chamber. 

In accordance with another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the supplying liquid from a liquid reservoir to a liquid heating chamber is via 

20 a liquid inflow conduit and the supplying heated liquid from the liquid heating chamber 
to the at least one sprayer located at at least one location on a motor vehicle is via a 
liquid outflow conduit. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS AND APPENDIX 



The present invention will be understood and appreciated from the 
following detailed description, taken in conjunction with the drawings and appendix in 
which: 

Fig. 1 is a simplified partially pictorial and partially schematic 
illustration of a heated liquid discharge system constructed and operative in accordance 
with a preferred embodiment of the present invention installed in a motor vehicle; 

Figs. 2A and 2B are, respectively, a simplified pictorial illustration and a 
simplified partially exploded view illustration of an assembly forming part of the system 
of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a simplified exploded view illustration of part of the assembly 

shown in Figs. 2A and 2B; 
5 Fig. 4 is a simplified exploded view illustration of a subassembly of the 

assembly shown in Figs. 2B and 3; 

Fig. 5 is a simplified illustration of one of the elements of the 

subassembly shown in Fig. 4; 

Fig. 6A, 6B and 6C are, respectively, a simplified illustration of another 
20 embodiment of some of the elements of the subassembly shown in Fig. 4, a sectional 
illustration taken along lines VIB - VIB in Fig. 6A and a partial sectional illustration 
taken along lines VIC - VIC in Fig. 6B; 

Fig. 7A and 7B are, respectively, a simplified illustration of another 
embodiment of some of the elements of the subassembly shown in Fig. 4 and a sectional 
25 illustration taken along lines VIIB - VIIB in Fig. 7A; 

Fig. 8 is a sectional illustration of the subassembly shown in Fig. 4 in two 

operative orientations; 

Fig. 9A and 9B are, respectively, a simplified illustration of another 
embodiment of the elements shown in Figs. 7A & 7B and a sectional illustration taken 
30 along lines DOB - IXB in Fig. 9 A; 
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Fig. 10 is a sectional illustration of another embodiment of the 
subassembly shown in Fig. 4 and which incorporates the embodiment of Figs. 9A & 9B, 

in two operative orientations; 

Fig. 11 is a simplified timing diagram illustrating the operation of the 

5 system of Figs. 1-10; 

Fig. 12 is a simplified partially pictorial and partially schematic 
illustration of a heated liquid discharge system constructed and operative in accordance 
with another preferred embodiment of the present invention installed in a motor vehicle; 

Figs.' 13A and 13B are, respectively, a simplified pictorial illustration and 
10 a simplified partially exploded view illustration of an assembly forming part of the 
system of Fig. 12; 

Fig. 14 is a simplified exploded view illustration of part of the assembly 

shown in Figs. 13Aand 13B; 

Fig. 15 is a simplified timing diagram illustrating the operation of the 

15 system of Figs. 12 - 14; 

Fig. 16 is a simplified partially pictorial and partially schematic 
illustration of a heated liquid discharge system constructed and operative in accordance 
with yet another preferred embodiment of the present invention installed in a motor 
vehicle; 

Figs. 17A and 17B are, respectively, a simplified pictorial illustration and 
a simplified partially exploded view illustration of an assembly forming part of the 
system of Fig. 16; 

Fig. 1 8 is a simplified exploded view illustration of part of the assembly 

shown in Figs. 17A and 17B; 
25 Fig. 19 is a simplified illustration of a heated liquid discharge system 

constructed and operative in accordance with another preferred embodiment of the 
present invention mounted in a motor vehicle; 

Fig. 20 is a simplified exploded view illustration of a portion of the 

heated liquid discharge system of Fig. 19; 

Figs. 21A & 21B are simplified front view and back view pictorial 
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illustrations corresponding to Fig. 20; 
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Fig. 22 is a simplified sectional illustration taken along lines XXH - XXH 

in Fig. 21 A; 

Fig. 23 is a simplified sectional illustration taken along lines XXEI - 

XXIII in Fig. 21 A; and 

Figs. 24A, 24B, 24C/1, 24C/2, 24C/3, 24D, 24E, 24F, 24G & 24H are 
together an electrical schematic illustration of the circuitry of the system of Figs. 19 - 
23. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE APPENDIX 
The Appendix includes a computer listing which form a heated liquid 
discharge system in accordance with a preferred software embodiment of the present 
invention when installed in accordance with installation instructions set forth 
hereinbelow. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Reference is now made to Fig. 1, which is a simplified pictorial 
illustration of a heated liquid discharge system constructed and operative in accordance 
with a preferred embodiment of the present invention installed in a motor vehicle. As 
seen in Fig. 1, an otherwise conventional motor vehicle 100 is seen to incorporate a 
heated liquid discharge system 102 constructed and operative in accordance with a 
preferred embodiment of the present invention. The heated liquid discharge system 
preferably includes a vehicle washing liquid discharge assembly, a vehicle surface 
washer assembly and a main assembly 104, which provides liquid heating as well as 
electrical and liquid flow control functionalities. Main assembly 104 is electrically 
connected via electrical cables 106 to a vehicle battery 108. It is appreciated that vehicle 
washing liquid discharge assembly and vehicle surface washing assembly are preferably 
a part of conventional motor vehicle 100. 

A liquid inflow conduit 110 supplies washing liquid, such as water or 
windshield cleaning liquid, from a vehicle liquid reservoir 1 12, having an associated 
vehicle pump 114, to main assembly 104. Liquid inflow conduit 1 10 preferably includes 
first and second branches 116 and 118. Branch 116 is coupled to an output of vehicle 
pump 114, while branch 118 is coupled directly to the interior of reservoir 112. Thus 
liquid may be obtained from reservoir 112 independently of whether vehicle pump 114 
is in operation. A one-way valve 120 is preferably provided along branch 118, to 
prevent liquid pumped by vehicle pump 114 from returning to the reservoir 112 via 
branch 118. 

A liquid outflow conduit 122 supplies washing liquid to one or more 
sprayers 124, which may be located at one or more of the following vehicle surfaces 
which requires washing: front vehicle windshield, back vehicle windshield, side vehicle 
windows in general and especially in locations providing viewing access to vehicle 
: exterior mirrors, vehicle headlights, vehicle rear lights and vehicle exterior mirrors. 

A vehicle operator actuation switch 130, typically located on the vehicle 
dashboard, is electrically coupled to main assembly 104 by a control conductor 132. 
Additional control conductors of any suitable number, here designated by reference 
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numeral 134, may couple the main assembly 104 to a vehicle computer (not shown) or 
to individual vehicle components, such as vehicle pump 114 or vehicle windshield 
wipers 135. One or more sensor conductors, here designated by reference numeral 136, 
may couple one or more external sensors 137, such as, for example, temperature 
sensors, vehicle speed sensors and humidity sensors, to the main assembly 104, either 
directly or via the vehicle computer. 

In accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present invention, 
main assembly 104 may have associated therewith, typically in a subassembly 140, an 
auxiliary pump 142 in series along the liquid inflow conduit 1 10. Preferably, a one-way 
valve equipped bypass conduit 144 is provided in parallel to auxiliary pump 142 for 
permitting liquid ingress to main assembly 104 along liquid outflow conduit 122, even 
if auxiliary pump 142 fails to function. A one way valve 146 is arranged along bypass 
conduit 144 so as to prevent backflow of the output of auxiliary pump 142 in a direction 
away from main assembly 104. 
15 Additionally, in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present 

invention, a normally closed automatically operative valve, which is preferably a 
differential pressure responsive one-way valve 148 interconnects liquid outflow conduit 
122 and liquid inflow conduit 110. Differential pressure responsive one-way valve 148 
is opened when a pressure difference thereacross exceeds a predetermined threshold, 
20 typically 0.3 - 0.5 bar, so as to enable normal operation of vehicle sprayers 124 in 
response to conventional vehicle actuation of vehicle pump 114, notwithstanding 
malfunction of the main assembly 104. 

Reference is now made to Figs. 2A and 2B, which are, respectively, a 
simplified pictorial illustration and a simplified partially exploded view illustration of 
25 the main assembly 104, forming part of the system of Fig. 1. As seen in Fig. 2 A, the 
main assembly 104 preferably comprises a housing 200, including a base 202 and a 
cover 204, which are preferably mounted onto vehicle 100 (Fig. 1) by means of a 
mounting bracket 206. x 

As seen with greater particularity in Fig. 2B, the main assembly 104 
30 comprises a liquid heating subassembly 208, which preferably includes a heat 
exchanger preferably in the form of a primary liquid heating volume portion and a 
secondary liquid heating volume portion. Primary liquid heating volume portion and 
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secondary liquid heating volume portion are preferably in the form of first and second 
conduit elements 210 and 212, which are preferably bolted together. First and second 
conduit elements 210 and 212 define a liquid heating enclosure which an interior 
thereof defines a liquid heating volume. Preferably, mounted onto liquid heating 
subassembly 208 there is provided an electrical control subassembly 214, typically 
comprising an electrical circuit board 216 and a plurality of heating elements, preferably 
three in number, designated by reference numerals 218, 220 and 222. An electrical 
connector 224, of conventional construction, provides electrical connections for control 
conductors 132 & 134 and sensor conductor 136, which are preferably connected to 
pads on circuit board 216. Cables 106, which provide connection to the vehicle battery 
108 (Fig. 1), typically are coupled directly to the circuit board 216. A liquid temperature 
sensor 226, which senses the temperature of liquid as it leaves the liquid heating 
subassembly 208, is also coupled directly to the circuit board 216. 

Electrical circuitry on electrical circuit board 216 provides, inter alia, 
control of the operation of liquid heating elements 218, 220 and 222, preferably by 
means of first and second relays 228 and 230 and a FET 232 (Field-Effect Transistor), 
respectively. 

Communicating with first and second conduit elements 210 and 212 and 
with respective liquid outflow conduit 122 and liquid inflow conduit 110 are liquid 
outflow and liquid inflow connectors 240 and 242 respectively, which are seen to be 
interconnected by differential pressure responsive one-way valve 148. Auxiliary pump 
142, bypass conduit 144 and one-way valve 146 are seen disposed in liquid inflow 
connector 242, it being appreciated that alternatively they may be located externally 
thereof. 

Reference is now made to Fig. 3, which is a simplified exploded view 
illustration the of part of the assembly shown in Figs. 2A & 2B, to Fig. 4, which is a 
simplified exploded view illustration of the liquid heating subassembly 208 shown in 
Figs. 2B and 3 and to Fig. 5, which is a simplified illustration of one of the elements of 
the liquid heating subassembly 208 shown in Fig. 4. 

As seen in Fig. 3, relays 228 and 230 and FET 232, as well as other 
electrical components (not shown), are typically mounted onto printed circuit board 
216, which is, in turn, mounted onto first conduit element 210, preferably by means of 
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screws 234 and spacers 236. First conduit element 210 is preferably formed of a good 
conductor, such as aluminum, and has mounted thereon, in heat exchange relationship, 
the three heating elements 218, 220 and 222, preferably by means of screws 238. 

Second conduit element 212 is preferably formed of a somewhat flexible 
5 and resilient material, such as LEXAN ®, and is preferably sealed as by screws 240 to 
210 and to a heat-conductive displaceable element, which is preferably an intervening 
liquid impermeable diaphragm 250. The diaphragm may be an element separate from 
the second conduit element, as shown in Figs. 3, 4, 6A, 6B, 7A, 7B & 8, or alternatively 
may be integrally formed with the second conduit element, as illustrated in Figs. 9A, 9B 
10 and 10 and described hereinbelow. Fig. 4 illustrates typical general configurations of 
conduits defined by first and second conduit elements 210 and 212 extending from a 
liquid ingress opening 252 in second conduit element 212, via a conduit 254 defined 
therein and via one or more apertures 256 formed in diaphragm 250, through a conduit 
258 formed in first conduit element 210 and out through a heated liquid egress opening 
1 5 260 formed in the first conduit element 210. 

It is a particular feature of the embodiment of Fig. 5 that the conduit 258 
defined by the first conduit element 210 includes a plurality of bifurcated conduit 
portions, including straight bifurcated portions 262 and curved bifurcated portions 264. 
The function of the bifurcated conduit portions 262 and 264 is to generate turbulence 
20 and generally to help cause the flow of liquid therethrough to be such that generally all 
of the liquid flowing through the first conduit element 210 is in heat exchange contact 
with the walls of the conduit 258 to generally the same extent. For example, the 
provision of bifurcated conduit portions 262 and 264 prevents the occurrence of a 
situation where a portion of the liquid is generally in contact with the walls of the 
25 conduit 258 while another portion thereof is generally not in contact with the walls of 
the conduit 258. The provision of bifurcated conduit portions is intended to enhance the 
speed and uniformity of liquid heating. 

It is noted that conduit 258 may be configured to have side walls having 
a wavy configuration so as to further enhance the speed and uniformity of liquid 
30 heating. 

Reference is now made to Fig. 6A, 6B and 6C, which are, respectively, a 
simplified illustration of another embodiment of some of the elements of the 
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subassembly shown in Fig. 4, a sectional illustration taken along lines VIB - VIB in Fig. 
6A and a sectional illustration taken along lines VIC - VIC in Fig. 6B. Similarly to that 
seen in Fig. 5, a conduit 265 defined by a first conduit element 266 includes a plurality 
of bifurcated conduit portions, including straight bifurcated portions 267 and curved 
bifurcated portions 268. The function of the bifurcated conduit portions 267 and 268 is 
to generate turbulence and generally to help cause the flow of liquid therethrough to be 
such that generally all of the liquid flowing through the first conduit element 266 is in 
heat exchange contact with the walls of the conduit 265 to generally the same extent. 

In the embodiment of Figs. 6A, 6B & 6C, a top conduit wall 269 defined 
by first conduit element 266 and a bottom conduit wall 270, defined by a diaphragm 
271, are configured to have a wavy, toothed or otherwise non-smooth configuration to 
further help cause the flow of liquid therethrough to be turbulent and such that generally 
all of the liquid flowing through the first conduit element 266 is in heat exchange 
contact with the walls of the conduit 265 to generally the same extent. Thus, a situation 
where a portion of the liquid is generally in contact with the walls of the conduit 265 
while another portion thereof is generally not in contact with the walls of the conduit 
265 is substantially obviated and the speed and uniformity of liquid heating is 
correspondingly enhanced. 

It is noted that conduit 265 may be additionally configured to have side 
walls having a wavy configuration so as to further enhance the speed and uniformity of 
liquid heating. 

Reference is now made to Fig. 7 A, which is a simplified illustration of 
one embodiment of the second conduit element 212 shown in Figs. 2 A - 5, to Fig. 7B, 
which is a sectional illustration taken along lines VDB - VIIB in Fig. 7 A, and to Fig. 8, 
which is a sectional illustration of Fig. 4 in two operative orientations. Figs. 7A and 7B 
illustrate a relatively resilient and flexible second conduit element 212 in association 
with resilient and flexible diaphragm 250. Liquid entering second conduit element 212 
at liquid ingress opening 252 travels along a labyrmthine path defined by relatively rigid 
baffles 272 between a relatively flexible and resilient base 274, preferably integrally 
formed with baffles 272 and diaphragm 250. The liquid exits the second conduit 
element 212 via one or more apertures 256 formed in diaphragm 250. 
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As illustrated particularly in Fig. 8, the provision of second conduit 
element 212 provides freezing protection for the liquid heating subassembly 208, such 
that, when liquid freezes in the first conduit element 210, its expansion causes 
diaphragm 250 to bow outwardly from first conduit element 210 and to expand into the 
5 volume of second conduit element 212. Accordingly, expansion of the liquid in first 
conduit element 210 is accommodated without producing possible cracking or other 
damage to the first conduit element 210. Freezing of the liquid in the second conduit 
element 212 and displacement of the diaphragm 250 into the volume of the second 
conduit element is accommodated by outward bowing of the resilient base 274. 
10 The structure of the liquid heating subassembly 208 as described 

hereinabove, including a first conduit element 210, having heating elements directed 
associated therewith, and a second conduit element 212, not having heating elements 
directly associated therewith, but nevertheless being in a relatively slow heat exchange 
relationship with the first conduit element 210, also has the advantage of providing a 
1 5 limited pre-heating functionality for liquid supplied from reservoir 1 12 (Fig. 1), first to 
the second conduit element 212 and therefrom to the first conduit element 210. 

It is noted that second conduit element 212 may be provided with heating 

elements (not shown). 

Reference is now made to Fig. 9A, which is a simplified illustration of an 
20 alternative to the embodiment of the second conduit element 212 shown in Figs. 2A - 5, 
to Fig. 9B, which is a sectional illustration taken along lines IXB - IXB in Fig. 9A, and 
to Fig. 10, which is a sectional illustration of another embodiment of the subassembly 
shown in Fig. 4 and which incorporates the embodiment of Figs. 9A & 9B, in two 
operative orientations. Figs. 9A and 9B illustrate a relatively resilient and flexible 
25 second conduit element 282, preferably integrally formed with a resilient and flexible 
diaphragm 284. Liquid entering second conduit element 282 at a liquid ingress opening 
286 travels along a labyrinthine path defined by relatively rigid baffles 288 between a 
relatively flexible and resilient base 290, v preferably bonded to baffles 288 and 
diaphragm 284. The liquid exits the second conduit element 282 via one or more 
30 apertures 292 formed in diaphragm 284. 

As illustrated particularly in Fig. 10, the provision of second conduit 
element 282 provides freezing protection for the liquid heating subassembly 208, in 
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that, when liquid freezes in the first conduit element 210, its expansion causes 
diaphragm 284 to bow outwardly from first conduit element 210 and to expand into the 
volume of second conduit element 282. Accordingly, expansion of the liquid in first 
conduit element 210 is accommodated without producing possible cracking or other 
5 damage to the first conduit element 210. Freezing of the liquid in the second conduit 
element 282 and displacement of the diaphragm 284 into the volume of the second 
conduit element 282 preferably is accommodated by outward bowing of the resilient 
base 290. 

The structure of the liquid heating subassembly 208 as described 
10 hereinabove, including a first conduit element 210, having heating elements directed 
associated therewith, and a second conduit element 282, not having heating elements 
directly associated therewith, but nevertheless being in a relatively slow heat exchange 
relationship with the first conduit element 210, also has the advantage of providing a 
limited pre-heating functionality for liquid supplied from reservoir 112 (Fig. 1), first to 
1 5 the second conduit element 282 and therefrom to the first conduit element 210. 

Reference is now made to Fig. 11, which is a simplified timing diagram 
illustrating the operation of the system of Figs. 1 - 10. As seen in Fig. 11, system 
actuation is preferably initiated by a user, such as the driver of motor vehicle 100 (Fig. 
1) pressing an operator actuation switch 130, typically located on the vehicle dashboard, 
20 as seen in Fig. 1. It is noted, however, that preferably, at all times that the vehicle is 
running, even prior to operator actuation of switch 130, FET 232 (Figs. 2B & 3) 
operates heating element 222 in a continuous manner, so as to maintain liquid within the 
liquid heating subassembly 208 at a temperature of at least 65 degrees Centigrade, for 
example. If the ambient temperature at the liquid heating subassembly 208 exceeds the 
25 liquid maintenance temperature, FET 232 is preferably caused to terminate or curtail 
operation of heating element 222 so as to avoid overheating. 

Upon user actuation of switch 130, relays 228 and 230 are preferably 
operated to operate respective heating element 218 and 220, which provide immediate 
boosted heating of the liquid within first conduit element 210. When sensor 226 senses 
30 that the temperature of the liquid within the first conduit element 210 has reached a first 
predetermined elevated temperature, typically 85 degrees Centigrade, one or both of 
pumps 114 and 142 are operated to pump heated liquid out from the first conduit 
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element 210 and to cause the heated liquid to be sprayed by sprayers 124. The operation 
of one or both of pumps 114 and 142 causes unhealed or less heated liquid from 
reservoir 112 to be supplied initially to second conduit element 212 and thereafter to 
first conduit element 210 for heating thereof. 
5 In the short term, the aforesaid operation of one or both of pumps 1 14 

and 142 causes a drop in the temperature of the liquid as measured by sensor 226. When 
the temperature of the liquid, as sensed by sensor 226, drops below a predetermined 
threshold temperature, typically 55. degrees Centigrade, operation of the pumps 114 and 
142 is terminated. When further heating again raises the temperature of the liquid, 
10 sensed by sensor 226, to a second predetermined elevated temperature, preferably less 
than the first predetermined threshold temperature, typically 65 degrees, pump operation 
is resumed. This intermittent operation of one or both pumps 1 14 and 142 continues for 
a predetermined number of cycles or for a predetermined time duration following user 
actuation of switch 130, typically four cycles. 
15 It i s noted that the electrical power requirements of the system increase 

substantially upon user actuation of the switch 130 and remain generally constant until 
completion of the last cycle follo'wing such actuation. 

It is additionally noted that the initial spray cycle, designated by 
reference numeral 300, is typically longer than the subsequent spray cycles, designated 
20 by reference numeral 5 302, for each user actuation of switch 1 30. It is further noted that 
when the user actuation of switch 130 takes place immediately after initiation of 
operation of FET 232 and heating element 222, such as within 1 - 2 minutes following 
initial operation of the motor vehicle 100, the initial spray cycle 300, is shorter than the 
initial spray cycle 304 in a case when the user actuation of switch 130 takes place 
25 significantly later than initial operation of the motor vehicle 100. 

It is additionally noted that the time delay between operator actuation of 
switch 130 and initiation of the initial spray cycle 300 is significantly longer than the 
time delay between operation actuator of switch 130 and initial spray cycle 304, which 
is nearly instantaneous. This feature is due partially to the particular structure of the 
30 liquid heating subassembly 208 as described hereinabove, including a first conduit 
element 210, having heating elements directed associated therewith, and a second 
conduit element, designated by reference numeral 212 in Figs. 2A - 8" and 282 hrFigs. 
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9 A - 10, not having heating elements directly associated therewith, but nevertheless 
being in a relatively slow heat exchange relationship with the first conduit element 210. 
Liquid heating subassembly 208 also has the advantage of providing a limited pre- 
heating functionality for liquid supplied from reservoir 112, first to the second conduit 
element, designated by reference numeral 212 in Figs. 2A - 8 and 282 in Figs. 9A - 10, 
and therefrom to the first conduit element 210. The provision of the second conduit 
element, designated by reference numeral 212 Figs. 2A - 8 and 282 in Figs. 9A - 10, 
does not significantly adversely affect the speed of providing an initial spray cycle 300 
of heated liquid immediately after initial vehicle operation, but does significantly 
positively affect the speed of providing an initial spray cycle 304 of heated liquid a 
significant time after initial vehicle operation. 

This beneficial functionality results from the fact that diaphragm acts as a 
good thermal insulator in the short term and prevents significant heat loss from the first 
conduit element 210 during quick heating of the liquid therein, but allows heat to pass 
therethrough in the long term, for heating of liquid in both the first and the second 
conduit elements to the second predetermined temperature even prior to operator 

actuation of switch 130. 

Accordingly, once the vehicle has been ninning for a significant time, 
operator actuation of switch 130 produces a nearly instantaneous initial spray cycle 304 
of heated liquid and furthermore the quantity of heated liquid which is sprayed is 
significantly greater, typically up to a factor of 3, than the quantity of heated liquid 
which is available for spraying immediately following initial vehicle operation. 

Reference is now made to Fig. 12, which is a simplified pictorial 
illustration of a heated liquid discharge system constructed and operative in accordance 
with a preferred embodiment of the present invention installed in a motor vehicle. As 
seen in Fig. 12, an otherwise conventional motor vehicle 1100 is seen to incorporate a 
heated liquid discharge system 1102 constructed and operative in accordance with a 
preferred embodiment of the present invention. The heated liquid discharge system 
preferably includes a main assembly 1104, which provides liquid heating as well as 
electrical and liquid flow control functionalities. Main assembly 1104 is electrically 
connected via electrical cables 1 106 to a vehicle battery 1 108. 
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A liquid inflow conduit 1110 supplies washing liquid, such as water or 
cleaning liquid, from a vehicle liquid reservoir 1112, having an associated vehicle pump 
1114, to main assembly 1104. Liquid inflow conduit 1110 preferably includes first and 
second branches 1116 and 1118. Branch 1116 is coupled to an output of vehicle pump 
1114, while branch 1118 is coupled directly to the interior of reservoir 1112. Thus 
liquid may be obtained from reservoir 1112 independently of whether vehicle pump 
1114 is in operation. A one-way valve 1120 is preferably provided along branch 1118, 
to prevent liquid pumped by vehicle pump 1114 from returning to the reservoir 1 1 12 via 
branch 1118. 

A liquid outflow conduit 1122 supplies washing liquid to one or more 
vehicle radar antenna sprayers 1124 operative to discharge liquid onto an external 
surface of a vehicle radar antenna 1 126, typicality located between vehicle headlights. 

A vehicle radar actuation switch 1130, typically located on the vehicle 
dashboard, is electrically coupled to main assembly 1104 by a control conductor 1132. 
Additional control conductors of any suitable number, here designated by reference 
numeral 1134, may couple the main assembly 1104 to a vehicle computer (not shown) 
or to individual vehicle components, such as vehicle pump 1 1 14 or a vehicle radar unit 
1135. One or more sensor conductors, here designated by reference numeral 1136, may 
couple one or more external sensors 1137, such as, for example, temperature sensors, 
vehicle speed sensors and humidity sensors to the mam assembly 1104, either directly 
or via the vehicle computer. A radar antenna spray control conductor 1 138 couples the 
main assembly 1104 to an automatic gain control circuit (AGC) forming part of the 

vehicle radar unit 1135. 

In accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present invention, 
main assembly 1104 may include, typically in a subassembly 1140, an auxiliary pump 
1142 in series along the liquid inflow conduit 1110. Preferably, a one-way valve 
equipped bypass conduit 1144 is provided in parallel to auxiliary pump 1142 for 
permitting liquid ingress to main assembly 1 104 along liquid inflow conduit 1 1.10, even 
if auxiliary pump 1 142 fails to function. A one way valve 1 146 is arranged along bypass 
conduit 1144 so as to prevent backflow of the output of auxiliary pump 1142 in a 
direction away from main assembly 1 104. 
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Additionally, in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present 
invention, a differential pressure responsive one-way valve 1148 interconnects liquid 
outflow conduit 1122 and liquid inflow conduit 1110. Differential pressure responsive 
one-way valve 1148 is opened when a pressure difference thereacross exceeds a 
predetermined threshold, typically, 0.3 - 0.5 bar, so as to enable normal operation of 
vehicle radar antenna sprayers 1124, notwithstanding malfunction of the main assembly 
1104. 

Reference is now made to Figs. 13A and 13B, which are, respectively, a 
simplified pictorial illustration and a simplified partially exploded view illustration of 
the main assembly 1104, forming part of the system of Fig. 12. As seen in Fig. 13 A, the 
main assembly preferably comprises a housing 1200, including a base 1202 and a cover 
1204, which are preferably mounted onto vehicle 1100 (Fig. 12) by means of a 
mounting bracket 1206. 

As seen with greater particularity in Fig. 13B, the main assembly 1104 
15 comprises a liquid heating subassembly 1208, which preferably includes first and 
second conduit elements 1210 and 1212, which are preferably bolted together. 
Preferably, mounted onto liquid heating subassembly 1208 there is provided an 
electrical control subassembly 1214, typically comprising an electrical circuit board 
1216 and a heating element 1222. An electrical connector 1224, of conventional 
20 construction, provides electrical connections for control conductors 1132, 1134 and 
1138 and sensor conductor 1136, which are preferably connected to pads on circuit 
board 1216. Cables 1106, which provide connection to the vehicle battery 1108 (Fig. 
12), typically are coupled directly to the circuit board 1216. A liquid temperature sensor 
1226, which senses the temperature of liquid as it leaves the liquid heating subassembly 
25 1 208, is also coupled directly to the circuit board 1216. 

Electrical circuitry on electrical circuit board 1216 provides, inter alia, 
control of the operation of liquid heating element 1222, preferably by means of a FET 
1232. 

Communicating with first and second conduit elements 1210 and 1212 
30 and with respective liquid outflow conduit 1122 and liquid inflow conduit 1110 are 
liquid outflow and liquid inflow connectors 1240 and 1242 respectively, which are seen 
to be interconnected by differential pressure responsive one-way valve 1148. Auxiliary 
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pump 1142, bypass conduit 1144 and one-way valve 1146 are seen disposed in liquid 
inflow connector 1242, it being appreciated that alternatively they may be located 
externally thereof. 

Reference is now made to Fig. 14, which is a simplified exploded view 
illustration of part of the assembly shown in Figs. 13 A & 13B. As seen in Fig. 14, FET 
1232 as well as other electrical components (not shown) are typically mounted onto 
printed circuit board 1216, which is, in turn, mounted onto first conduit element 1210, 
preferably by means of screws 1234 and spacers 1236. First conduit element 1210 is 
preferably formed of a good conductor, such as aluminum and has mounted thereon, in 
heat exchange relationship, heating element 1222 preferably by means of screws 1238. 

Second conduit element 1212 is preferably formed of a somewhat 
flexible and resilient material, such as LEXAN ®, and is preferably sealed as by screws 
1240 to first conduit element 1210 and to an intervening liquid impermeable diaphragm 
1250. Conduits defined by first and second conduit elements 1210 and 1212 extend 
from a liquid ingress opening 1252 in second conduit element 1212, via a conduit 1254 
defined therein and via one or more apertures 1256 formed in diaphragm 1250, through 
a conduit (not shown) formed in first conduit element 1210 and out through a heated 
liquid egress opening 1260 formed in the first conduit element 1210. 

It is appreciated that the liquid flow in liquid heating subassembly 1208 
is identical to the liquid flow described hereinabove in Figs. 5-10. 

Reference is now made to Fig. 15, which is a simplified timing diagram 
illustrating the operation of the system of Figs. 12 - 14. As seen in Fig. 15, liquid 
discharge from vehicle radar antenna sprayers 1124 on vehicle radar antenna 1126 is 
preferably automatically controlled. When the vehicle is running and when vehicle radar 
actuation switch 1130 is in an operative orientation (Fig. 12), accumulation of deposits 
on the vehicle radar antenna 1 126, such as slush, mud, rain, and snow cause the AGC to 
activate the heated liquid discharge system (Figs. 12 - 14) as described hereinbelow. 

Preferably, at all times that the vehicle is running, even when the vehicle 
radar is not activated, FET 1232 (Figs. 13B & 14) operates heating element 1222 in a 
continuous manner, so as to maintain liquid within the liquid heating subassembly 1208 
preferably at a temperature of at least 65 degrees Centigrade, for example. If the 
ambient temperature at the liquid heating subassembly 1208 exceeds the liquid 
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maintenance temperature, FET 1232 is preferably caused to terminate or curtail 
operation of heating element 1222 so as to avoid overheating. 

When the AGC provides a signal of at least a predetermined threshold 
value, here designated by reference numeral 1300, due to accumulations on the vehicle 
5 radar antenna 1 126, one or both of pumps 1 1 14 and 1 142 are operated to pump heated 
liquid out from the first conduit element 1210 and to cause the heated liquid to be 
sprayed by vehicle radar antenna sprayers 1 124. The operation of one or both of pumps 
1 1 14 and 1 142 causes unhealed or less heated liquid from reservoir 1 1 12 to be supplied 
initially to second conduit element 1212 and thereafter to first conduit element 1210 for 
10 heating thereof. When the value of the AGC output signal drops below another 
predetermined threshold value, designated by reference numeral 1302, which is 
typically below threshold value 1300, operation of the pumps 1114 and 1142 is 
terminated. 

In the short term, the operation of one or both of pumps 1 1 14 and 1 142 
15 causes a drop in the temperature of the liquid as measured by sensor 1226. When the 
temperature of the liquid, as sensed by sensor 1226, drops below a predetermined 
threshold temperature, typically 55 degrees Centigrade, operation of the pumps 1114 
and 1 142 is terminated. When further heating again raises the temperature of the liquid, 
sensed by sensor 1226, to a predetermined elevated temperature, typically 65 degrees, 
20 pump operation is resumed. This intermittent operation of one or both pumps 1 1 14 and 
1142 continues typically until the value of the AGC signal drops below predetermined 

threshold value 1302. 

It is noted that the electrical power requirements of the system increase 
substantially with increased accumulation and corresponding AGC controlled actuation 
25 of the heated liquid discharge system and remain generally constant until completion of 
the last cycle following such actuation. 

It is additionally noted that the initial spray cycle, designated by 
reference numeral 1310, is typically longer than the subsequent spray cycles, designated 
by reference numeral 1312, for AGC controlled actuation of the heated liquid discharge 
30 system. It is further noted that when AGC controlled actuation of the heated liquid 
discharge system takes place immediately after initiation of operation of FET 1232 and 
heating element 1222, such as within 1 - 2 minutes following initial operation of the 
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motor vehicle 1100, the initial spray cycle 1310, is shorter than the initial spray cycle 
1314 in a case when AGC controlled actuation of the heated liquid discharge system 
takes place significantly later than initial operation of the motor vehicle 1 100. 

It is further noted that the time delay between AGC controlled actuation 
5 of the heated liquid discharge system and initiation of the initial spray cycle 1310 is 
significantly longer than the time delay between AGC controlled actuation of the heated 
liquid discharge system and initial spray cycle 1314, which is nearly instantaneous. This 
feature is due partially to the particular structure of the liquid heating subassembly 1208 
as described hereinabove, including a first conduit element 1210, having a heating 
10 element 1222 directed associated therewith, and a second conduit element 1212 not 
having a heating element directly associated therewith, but nevertheless being in a 
relatively slow heat exchange relationship with the first conduit element 1210. 

Liquid heating subassembly 1208 also has the advantage of providing a 
limited pre-heating functionality for liquid supplied from reservoir 1112, first to the 
15 second conduit element 1212 and therefrom to the first conduit element 1210. The 
provision of the second conduit element 1212 does not significantly adversely affect the 
speed of providing an initial spray cycle 1310 of heated liquid immediately after initial 
vehicle operation, but does significantly positively affect the speed of providing an 
initial spray cycle 1314 of heated liquid a significant time after initial vehicle operation. 
20 This beneficial functionality results from the fact that diaphragm 1250 

acts as a good thermal insulator in the short term and prevents significant heat loss from 
the first conduit element 1210 during quick heating of the liquid therein, but allows heat 
to pass therethrough in the long term, for heating of liquid in both the first and the 
second conduit elements to the predetermined elevated temperature even prior to AGC 
25 controlled actuation of the heated liquid discharge system. 

Accordingly, once the vehicle has been running for a significant time, 
operator actuation of vehicle radar actuation switch 1130 produces a nearly 
instantaneous initial spray cycle 1304 of heated liquid and furthermore the quantity of 
heated liquid which is sprayed is significantly greater, typically up to a factor of 3, than 
30 the quantity of heated liquid which is available for spraying immediately following 
initial vehicle operation. 

37 



USPTO from the IFW Image Database on 03/22/2005 



Reference is now made to Fig. 16, which is a simplified pictorial 
illustration of a heated liquid discharge system constructed and operative in accordance 
with a preferred embodiment of the present invention installed in a motor vehicle. As 
seen in Fig. 16, an otherwise conventional motor vehicle 2100 is seen to incorporate a 
heated liquid discharge system 2102 constructed and operative in accordance with a 
preferred embodiment of the present invention. The heated liquid discharge system 
preferably includes a main assembly 2104, which provides liquid heating as well as 
electrical and liquid flow control functionalities. Main assembly 2104 is electrically 
connected via electrical cables 2106 to a vehicle battery 2108. 

A liquid inflow conduit 2110 supplies washing liquid, such as water or 
cleaning liquid, from a vehicle liquid reservoir 21 12, having an associated vehicle pump 
2114, to main assembly 2104. A vehicle computer 2115 governs the operation of the 
pump 2114 via a control conductor 2116. Liquid inflow conduit 2110 preferably 
includes first and second branches 2117 and 2118. Branch 2117 is coupled to an output 
of vehicle pump 21 14, while branch 21 18 is coupled directly to the interior of reservoir 
2112. Thus liquid may be obtained from reservoir 2112 independently of whether 
vehicle pump 21 14 is in operation. A one-way valve 2120 is preferably provided along 
branch 2118, to prevent liquid pumped by vehicle pump 2114 from returning to the 
reservoir 2112 via branch 2118. 

A liquid outflow conduit 2122 supplies washing liquid to one or more 
windshield sprayers 2124 operative to discharge liquid onto a vehicle windshield 2126. 

In accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present invention, 
main assembly 2104 may have associated therewith, typically in a subassembly 2130, 
an auxiliary pump 2132 in series along the liquid inflow conduit 2110. Preferably, a 
25 one-way valve equipped bypass conduit 2134 is provided in parallel to auxiliary pump 
2132 for permitting liquid ingress to main assembly 2104 along liquid inflow conduit 
2110, even if auxiliary pump 2132 fails to function. A one way valve 2136 is arranged 
along bypass conduit 2134 so as to prevent backflow of the output of auxiliary pump 
2132 in a direction away from main assembly 2104. 
30 Additionally, in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present 

invention, a differential pressure responsive one-way valve 2138 interconnects liquid 
outflow conduit 2122 and liquid inflow conduit 2110. Differential pressure responsive 
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one-way valve 2138 is opened when a pressure difference thereacross exceeds a 
predetermined threshold, typically, 0.3 - 0.5 bar, so as to enable normal operation of 
windshield sprayers 2124 and vehicle radar antenna sprayers 2140 in response to 
conventional vehicle actuation of vehicle pump 2114, notwithstanding malfunction of 

5 the main assembly 2 1 04. 

A user operated vehicle unheated liquid windshield discharge actuator 
2142, typically located in the vicinity of the vehicle steering wheel, is electrically 
coupled to vehicle computer 2115 by a control conductor 2150. In a first mode of 
operation, wherein the heated liquid discharge system 2102 is not user actuated for 
10 spraying heated liquid onto the radar antenna, operation of user operated vehicle 
unheated liquid windshield discharge actuator 2142 by a user preferably causes an 
electrical signal to be transmitted via control conductor 2150 to vehicle computer 2115, 
which causes activation, by means of control conductor 2116, of vehicle pump 2114. 
Liquid outflow conduit 2122 supplies liquid from pump 2114 and/or pump 2132 to 
1 5 windshield sprayers 2124 via a conduit branch 21 52, a normally-open valve 2 1 54 and a 
conduit branch 2156. Liquid supplied by vehicle pump 2114 and/or pump 2132 via 
outflow conduit 2122 is also supplied to windshield sprayers 2124 via a bidirectional 
valve 2158, a conduit branch 2160 and conduit branch 2156. Bidirectional valve 2158 is 
normally open for liquid flow from conduit 2122 to conduit branch 2160 and is 
20 electrically coupled to main assembly 2104 via control conductor 2161. A one way 
valve 2162 preferably is provided along conduit branch 2160, so as to prevent flow of 
liquid away from windshield sprayers 2124. 

A user operated heated liquid windshield discharge actuator 2170, 
typically located on the vehicle dashboard, is electrically coupled to main assembly 
25 2104 via a control conductor 2172. Actuation by a user of user operated heated liquid 
windshield discharge actuator 2170 causes heated liquid from main assembly 2104 to be 
supplied via conduit branch 2152, normally-open valve 2154 and conduit branch 2156 
as well as via bidirectional valve 2158 to windshield sprayers 2124 via conduit branches 

2160 and 2156. . . 

30 Heated liquid from main assembly 2104 is also supplied to one or more 

vehicle radar antenna sprayers 2140 in response to an AGC actuation signal received by 
vehicle computer 2115 from a vehicle radar unit 2173. In response to receipt of the 
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AGC actuation signal, the vehicle computer 2115 causes main assembly 2104 to 
provide a direction switch electrical signal along a control conductor 2174 to 
bidirectional valve 2158, causing it to direct liquid from conduit 2122 along a conduit 
branch 2176, via a flow restrictor 2178 arranged in series therewith to vehicle radar 
5 antenna sprayers 2 1 40. Additionally, in response to receipt of the AGC actuation signal, 
the vehicle computer 21 15 causes main assembly 2104 to provide a valve closing signal 
to normally open valve 2154 along a control conductor 2182. Alternatively, the AGC 
actuation signal is supplied directly to the main assembly 2104. 

It is appreciated that in a preferred embodiment of the present invention, 
10 main assembly 2104 supplies heated liquid to vehicle radar antenna sprayers 2140 only 
when windshield sprayers 2124 are not 

It is a particular feature of the present invention that if during radar 
antenna spraying operation of the system in response to the AGC actuation signal, either 
of actuators 2142 and 2170 are actuated by a user, liquid, heated or unhealed as the case 
15 may be, is immediately directed to windshield sprayers 2124. In the case of actuation of 
user operated unhealed fluid windshield discharge actuator 2142, this is preferably 
effected by opening of a relay 2184, which is connected in series along control 
conductor 2182, in response to a relay open signal supplied by vehicle computer 2115 
along control conductor 2185, for preventing the valve closing signal from reaching 
20 normally open valve 2154, thereby retaining normally open valve 2154 in an open 
orientation and permitting liquid flow therethrough from conduit 2122 via conduit 
branch 2152, normally open valve 2154 and conduit branch 2156 to windshield sprayers 
2124. In the case of actuation of user operated vehicle heated fluid windshield discharge 
actuator 2170, this is preferably effected by main assembly 2104 not providing a valve 
25 closing signal to normally open valve 2154 along control conductor 2182. Heated liquid 
from main assembly 2104 is thus supplied to windshield sprayers 2124 as described 
hereinabove. In both cases the operation of flow restrictor 2178 ensures that liquid 
reaches windshield sprayers 2124. 

A. vehicle radar actuation switch 2190, typically located on the .vehicle 
30 dashboard, is electrically coupled to main assembly 2104 by a control conductor 2192. 
One or more sensor conductors, here designated by reference numeral 2194, may couple 
one or more external sensors 2196, such as, for example, temperature sensors, vehicle 
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speed sensors and humidity sensors to the main assembly 2104, either directly or via the 

vehicle computer 21 15. 

Reference is now made to Figs. 17A and 17B, which are, respectively, a 
simplified pictorial illustration and a simplified partially exploded view illustration of 
5 the main assembly 21 04, forming part of the system of Fig. 1 6. As seen in Fig. 17A, the 
main assembly 2104 preferably comprises a housing 2200, including a base 2202 and a 
cover 2204, which are preferably mounted onto vehicle 2100 (Fig. 16) by means of a 

mounting bracket 2206. 

As seen with greater particularity in Fig. 17B, the main assembly 2104 
10 comprises a liquid heating subassembly 2208, which preferably includes first and 
second conduit elements 2210 and 2212, which are preferably bolted together. 
Preferably, mounted onto liquid heating subassembly 2208 there is provided an 
electrical control subassembly 2214, typically comprising an electrical circuit board 
2216 and heating elements 2218, 2220 and 2222. An electrical connector 2224, of 
15 conventional construction, provides electrical connections for control conductors 2182, 
2161, 2172, and 2194 and sensor conductors 2192, which are preferably connected to 
pads on circuit board 2216. Cables 2106, which provide connection to the vehicle 
battery 2108 (Fig. 16), typically are coupled directly to the circuit board 2216. A liquid 
temperature sensor 2226, which senses the temperature of liquid as it leaves the liquid 
20 1 heating subassembly 2208, is also coupled directly to the circuit board 22 1 6. 

Electrical circuitry on electrical circuit board 2216 provides, inter alia, 
control of the operation of liquid heating elements 2218, 2220 and 2222, preferably by 
means of first and second relays 2228 and 2230 and a FET 2232, respectively. 

Communicating with first and second conduit elements 2210 and 2212 
25 and with respective liquid outflow conduit 2122 and liquid inflow conduit 2110 are 
liquid outflow and liquid inflow connectors 2240 and 2242 respectively, which are seen 
to be interconnected by differential valve 2138. Auxiliary pump 2132, bypass conduit 
2134 and one-way valve 2136 are seen disposed in liquid inflow connector 2242, it 
being appreciated that alternatively they may be located externally thereof. 
30 Reference is now made to Fig. 18, which is a simplified exploded view 

illustration of part of the assembly shown in Figs. 17A & 17B. As seen in Fig. 18, relays 
2228 and 2230 and FET 2232 as well as other electrical components- (not shown) are 



41 



on 03/22/2005 



typically mounted onto printed circuit board 2216, which is, in turn, mounted onto first 
conduit element 2210, preferably by means of screws 2234 and spacers 2236. First 
conduit element 2210 is preferably formed of a good conductor, such as aluminum and 
has mounted thereon, in heat exchange relationship, the three heating elements 2218, 
2220 and 2222 preferably by means of screws 2238. 

Second conduit element 2212 is preferably formed of a somewhat 
flexible and resilient material, such as LEXAN ®, and is preferably sealed as by screws 
2240 to first conduit element 2210 and to an intervening liquid impermeable diaphragm 
2250. Conduits defined by first and second conduit elements 2210 and 2212 extend 
from a liquid ingress opening 2252 in second conduit element 2212, via a conduit 2254 
defined therein and via one or more apertures 2256 formed in diaphragm 2250, through 
a conduit (not shown) formed in first conduit element 2210 and out through a heated 
liquid egress opening 2260 formed in the first conduit element 2210. 

It is appreciated that the liquid flow in liquid heating subassembly 2208 
is identical to the liquid flow described hereinabove in Figs. 5-10. 

Reference is now made to Fig. 19, which is a simplified illustration of 
a heated liquid discharge system constructed and operative in accordance with another 
preferred embodiment of the present invention mounted in a motor vehicle. As seen in 
Fig. 19, an otherwise conventional motor vehicle 3100 is seen to incorporate a heated 
liquid discharge system 3102 constructed and operative in accordance with a preferred 
embodiment of the present invention. The heated liquid discharge system preferably 
includes a main assembly 3104, which provides liquid heating as well as electrical and 
liquid flow control functionalities. Main assembly 3104 is electrically connected via 
electrical cables 3106 and 3107 to a vehicle battery 3108. 

A liquid inflow conduit 3110 supplies liquid, such as water or windshield 
cleaning liquid, from a vehicle liquid reservoir 31 12, having an associated vehicle pump 

3 1 14, to main assembly 3 1 04. 

A liquid outflow conduit 3122 supplies liquid to one or more sprayers 
3124, which may be located at one or more of the following vehicle locations: front 
vehicle windshield, back vehicle windshield, side vehicle windows in general and 
especially in locations providing viewing access to vehicle exterior mirrors, vehicle 
headlights, vehicle rear lights and vehicle exterior mirrors: ■ 
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A vehicle operator actuation switch 3130, typically located on the vehicle 
dashboard, is electrically coupled to main assembly 3104 by a control conductor pair 
3132. A pair of vehicle computer interface conductors 3134 and 3136 interconnect the 
main assembly 3104 to the existing vehicle computer 3138. An ignition interface 
conductor 3140 interconnects the main assembly 3104 to the existing vehicle ignition 
switch. 

Reference is now made additionally to Figs. 20, 21 A, 2 IB, 22 and 23, 
which illustrate details of the structure and mounting of main assembly 3104. The main 
assembly 3104 is preferably mounted onto the vehicle chassis by a suitable mounting 
3 bracket, such as mounting bracket 3142. Mounting bracket 3142 preferably comprises 
suitably apertured chassis mounting portions 3144 and 3146 and a slide and snap fit 
main assembly support portion 3148 having slidable engagement indents 3150 and a 
snap fit engagement protrusion 3152 having indents 3154. The snap fit engagement 
protrusion 3152 may be injection molded of plastic directly onto the remainder of 

5 mounting bracket 3 1 42. 

Main assembly 3104 comprises a liquid heating chamber communicating 
with liquid inflow conduit 3122 and liquid outflow conduit 3110 a principal housing 
portion 3160, which is configured for removable snap-fit engagement therewith by a 
cover housing portion 3162. As seen particularly in Fig. 21B, the back surface of 
20 principal housing portion 3160 is formed with suitably undercut retaining protrusions 
3164 which slidably engage corresponding corners 3166 of support portion 3148 
underlying indents 3150. As seen particularly in Fig. 21A, the top surface of principal 
housing portion 3160 is formed with a pair of engagement guides 3168 and inclined 
snap fit engagement protrusions 3170 which engage indents 3154' in snap fit 
25 engagement protrusion 3 152. 

Principal housing portion 3160 defines a generally circular cylindrical 
liquid heating chamber accommodating volume 3180, in a major portion of which is 
disposed a liquid heating assembly 3182. Liquid heating assembly 3182 preferably 
comprises a circular cylindrical outer sleeve 3184 having a base 3186, which defines a 
30 sealing ring retaining socket 3188, arranged to retain an insulative liquid sealing ring 
3190. 
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A plurality of folded over heating elements, preferably three in number, 
designated by reference numerals 3192, 3194 and 3196, are located within sleeve 3184. 
Preferably heating elements 3192 and 3194 partially overlie heating element 3196, as 
seen in Fig. 23. Each of the folded over heating elements 3192, 3194 and 3196 
preferably includes a resistance heating element 3198, located within a heating element 
conductive sleeve 3200 and electrically insulated therefrom by an insulator 3202, such 

as a ceramic material. 

The resistance heating element 3198 is preferably coupled at one end 
thereof to an electrical connection terminal 3204 extending outwardly of base 3186 and 
) is coupled at an opposite end thereof to conductive sleeve 3200. The conductive sleeves 
3200 of each of the folded over heating elements 3192, 3194 and 3196 are electrically 
coupled to ground via base 3186 and an electrical connector 3206. It is appreciated that 
the electrical characteristics of the resistance heating elements 3198 of the various 
folded over heating elements 3192, 3194 and 3196 are typically different from each 
15 other. 

Principal housing portion 3160 also defines a liquid inlet channel 3210 
and a heated liquid outlet channel 3212, both communicating with liquid heating 
chamber accommodating volume 3180, as well as a heated liquid temperature sensor 
mounting aperture 3214, also communicating with, liquid heating chamber 
20 accommodating volume 3180. Liquid supplied to liquid heating chamber 
accommodating volume 3180 via liquid inlet channel 3210 preferably enters a liquid 
heating chamber 3216, defined by the interior of sleeve 3184, via at least two liquid 
inlet apertures formed in sleeve 3184, preferably a first aperture 3218 located near the 
base 3816 and a second aperture 3220, preferably located at an opposite side of sleeve 
25 3 1 84 and near the middle of the. height of the sleeve 3 1 84. - 

Normally, during operation of pump 3114 (Fig. 19), the level of the 
liquid exceeds the height of the liquid heating chamber and fills the liquid heating 
chamber accommodating volume 3180. A liquid drain aperture 3228 is located on a side 
of sleeve 3184 just below the top thereof, which permits draining of liquid from volume 
30 3 1 80 only down to the level of liquid drain aperture 3228, when the vehicle pump 3114 
(Fig. 19) is not in operation. The importance of liquid drain aperture 3228 and its 
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placement in the liquid heating chamber accommodating volume 3180 will be described 
hereinbelow. 

Liquid from reservoir 3112 (Fig. 19) is supplied by vehicle pump 3114 
via liquid inlet conduit 3110 via a liquid inlet pathway portion 3250 of a liquid 
connector assembly 3252, which also defines a liquid outlet pathway portion 3254. 
Liquid connector assembly 3252 preferably comprises an injection molded element 
which also defines a differential pressure bypass pathway portion 3256, which is 
controlled by a spring loaded one-way valve 3258 and which permits liquid flow from 
liquid inlet pathway portion 3250 to liquid outlet pathway portion 3254 when the 
pressure differential thereacross reaches a predetermined threshold, typically 0.3 - 0.5 
bar, which indicates the existence of a blockage in the liquid path through valve 3260 
and the liquid heating chamber accommodating volume 3180. 

Liquid inlet pathway portion 3250 preferably comprises a leaky one way 
valve 3260, preferably having a channel 3262 formed in a valve seat 3264 thereof, as 
shown in detail in Fig. 22. Valve 3260 preferably permits supply of liquid under 
pressure to the liquid heating chamber accommodating volume 3180 but restricts 
backflow therethrough to a relatively slow rate. The liquid passes through liquid inlet 
channel 3210 and fills the liquid heating chamber accommodating volume 3180. The 
liquid flows into liquid heating chamber 3216 via first and second apertures 3218 and 

3220 in sleeve 3 1 84. 

The liquid is heated in liquid heating chamber 3216 and the temperature 
of the liquid or the air overlying the liquid, depending on the liquid level, is sensed by a 
temperature sensor 3270, commercially available from EPCOS AG. Corporate 
Communications of Munich, Germany, identified by Catalog No. G560/50K/F2 and 
located in heated liquid temperature sensor mounting aperture 3214. Temperature 
sensor 3270 preferably is mounted onto a printed circuit board 3272 which is mounted 
within principal housing portion 3160 and located outside of liquid heating chamber 

accommodating volume 3 1 80 . 

Mounted on printed circuit board 3272 is control circuitry for operation 
of the main assembly 3104 which is connected inter alia to temperature sensor 3270 and 
via a connector 3274 and a wire harness 3276 including a connector 3278 to control 
conductor pair 3132, vehicle computer interface conductors 3134 and 3136 and ignition 
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interface conductor 3140 (Fig. 19). Electrical cables 3106 and 3107 connect the vehicle 
battery 3108 (Fig. 19) to connection terminals 3280 of a plurality of relays 3282, which 
supply electrical power to electrical connection terminals 3204 of heating elements 
3192, 3194 and 3196 via electrical connectors 3284. Relays 3282 are commercially 
available" from TYH Enterprise Limited of Tsuen Wan, N.T., Hong Kong. Electrical 
connector 3206 provides a direct ground connection between base 3186 and the vehicle 
ground via one of electrical cables 3106 and 3107. An overheating cut-off fuse 3290 is 
also mounted onto printed circuit board 3272 and is connected to the control circuitry 
for shutting off power to the heating elements 3192, 3194 and 3196 in the event of 
overheating of the liquid heating assembly 3182. Fuse 3290 is preferably formed with 
an undersurface of a resilient material and is preferably retained in tight thermal 
engagement with the underside of base 3 1 86 by a cover element 3292. 

It is a particular feature of the present invention that the provision of 
liquid drain aperture 3228 in sleeve 3184 together with leaky one-way valve 3260 
provides both overheating and anti-freezing protection for the main assembly 3 104. This 
synergetic functionality may be understood by considering the operation of the system 
following completion of a spray cycle. At this time, due to deactivation of pump 3114, 
liquid is not being pumped into liquid heating chamber accommodating volume 3180 
and the liquid tends to drain slowly from volume 3180 via channel 3262, leaky one-way 
valve 3260, liquid inlet pathway portion 3250, liquid inlet conduit 3110 and vehicle 
pump 3 1 14 to reservoir 31 12. Such drainage continues until the level of liquid in liquid 
heating chamber accommodating volume 3180 reaches the level of liquid drain aperture 
3228, at which point air, rather than liquid is drawn into channel 3262, effectively 
terminating drainage and retaining liquid inside liquid heating chamber accommodating 
volume 3 1 80 at the level of liquid drain aperture 3228. 

Retention of liquid inside liquid heating chamber accommodating 
volume 3180 at a level preferably not lower than that of liquid drain aperture 3228 
ensures that the level of liquid in liquid heating chamber 3216 at least covers most of 
the heating elements 3192, 3194 and 3196, ensuring rapid heating of the liquid at the 
next heating cycle and avoiding burning out of the heating elements due to lack of 
liquid in the vicinity thereof. At the same time retention of liquid inside liquid heating 
chamber accommodating volume 3180 at a level preferably no higher than that of liquid 

46 



Database on 03/22/2005 



10 



drain aperture 3228 ensures that sufficient freezing expansion volume is provided 
within volume 3180 and within the liquid heating chamber 3216 so that when the 
vehicle is not being operated and is in a freezing environment, freezing of the liquid 
therein does not cause cracking of the liquid heating chamber 3216 or of the liquid 
heating chamber accommodating volume 3 1 80. 

Reference is now made to Figs. 24A, 24B, 24C/1, 24C/2, 24C/3, 24D, 
24E, 24F, 24G & 24H, which are together a self-explanatory electrical schematic 
illustration of the circuitry incorporated on PCB 3272 of the system of Figs. 19 - 23. 
Figs. 24A, 24B, 24C/1, 24C/2, 24C/3, 24D, 24E, 24F, 24G & 24H indicate 
interconnections of the circuitry on PCB 3272 with various elements of the system of 
Figs. 19-23, whose reference numbers are indicated in parenthesis in Figs. 24A - 24H. 
The circuitry of Figs. 24A - 24H operates preferably using software contained in the 
Appendix. Table I contains a list of parts used in the circuitry shown in Figs. 24A-24H. 
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TABLE I 



Reference 
Designator(s) 


Part 


Manufacturer 


Part Number 


PCB 
Footprint 


C1,C2,C4, ( 
C12,C24,C26, 
C29, C30 


O.OluF, 100V . 


AVX Corp., SC, i 
USA 


06O31C1O3MAT4A 


0603 


C3, C7, CIO, 
C15, C19, 
C22 


O.luF, 100V 


AVX Corp., SC, 
USA 


12061C104MAT4A 


1206 


C6, C9 5 CI 6, 

C20,C21,C23, 

C25,C27,C28 


lOOOpF, 
100V 


AVX Corp., SC, 
USA 


06031C102MAT4A 


0603 


C8,C13,C14, 

C17,C18,C31, 

C32 


O.luF, 10V 


AVX Corp., SC, 
USA 


0603ZC1 04MAT4A 


0603 


C5A, C5B, 
Cll 


luF, 10V 


AVX Corp., SC, 
USA 


0805ZC106KAT4A 


0805 

• 
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Reference 
Designator(s) 


Part 


Manufacturer 


Part Number 


PCB 
Footprint 


Cj3 1 


UUr, jjV x* 


rEMET Electronics, 
Jimpsonville, SC 


^491C106M035AS " 

c 


C package" 
>r 6032 


D1,D3,D6 I 

J 

] 


•ast 

swiicniiig ; 
Rectifier ( 


diodes Inc., 
(Vestlake Village, 
^A, USA 


iSID 5 


5MA 


D9, D12 < 


aeneral 1 

rurpose 

Rectifier 


Diodes Inc., ! 
We«;tlake Villaae, 
CA, USA 


SID : 


3 MA 


D5,D7,D13, 
D14, D17 


Schottky 

id airier x-jiou-c 


Semiconductor 
fnrn Santa Clara, 
CA. USA 


MBR0540 


SOD 123 


D2, D4, D15, 
Dlo 


15 V, 500mW, 
Zener 


Semiconductor 
Pnm Santa Clara* 
CA. USA 


MMSZ5245BT1 


SOD 123 


D8,Dl8 


5.1V, 
Zener 


Semiconductor 
f^rvm Santa Clara. 
CA. USA 


MMSZ523 1 BT 1 


SOD 123 


D19, D20 


DUAL 

O YX 7T r Tr~ t T-TT\T 

DIODE 


Semiconductor 
Prvrn Santa Clara* 
CA. USA 


BAV99LT1 


SOT-23 


FU1 


inermai ^ux 
Off 140C 


TVif»rmtrnl Corn 
North Canton, OH, 
USA 


N6 


THRU 

■ 


JP1 


5 Pin Lockinj 
Connector 


5 Molex Inc. Downers 
Grove, IL, USA 


MOLEX043650- 
0527 


" MOLEX043 
650-0527 


JP2 


8 Pin Header 


Molex Inc. Downers 
Grove, IL, USA 


10-89-1081 


THRU 
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| Reference J 
Designators) 


Part 


Manufacturer 


Part Number 


PCB j 
Footprint 


Kl I 


IELAY 1 
I 
I 


:YH Enterprise 
limited, N.T., Hong 
Cong 


IG4520-012-H1S I 

I 


IELAY- 
1G4520 


K2 1 


*ELAY 

] 

] 


rYH Enterprise 1 
Limited, N.T., Hong 
K-orig 


3G4119-012-1H11- 1 
IA 1 


*ELAY- 
HG4119 


L1,L2 : 

I 


Ferrite Bead, ". 
600ohm @ 
100MHz 


Murata 

Manufacturing Co., 
Ltd., Nagaokakyo- 
shi, Kyoto 


BLM21AG102SN1B 


0805 


Qi, Q2 


P Channel 
MOSFET, 
100V 


International 
Rectifier, El 
Segundo, CA, USA 


IRFL9110 


SOT-223 


Q3, Q6, Q7 


iNPN 

Darlington, 
100V 


Zetex pic, Oldham, 
UK 


FMMT614 


SOT-23 


Q4, Q5 


Protected N 

Channel 

MOSFET 


STMicroelectronics, 
East Bell Road, AZ, 
USA 


VNN 1NV04 1 3TR 


SOT-223 


Nl 


Temperature 
1 Sensor 


EPCOS AG. 
Corporate 
Communications, 
Munich, Germany 


G560/50K/F2 


THRU 
THRU I 


N2 


jTemperature 
Sensor 


EPCOS AG. 
Corporate 
Communication's, 
Munich, Germany 


G560/50K/F2 
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Reference 
Designators) 



Part 



Manufacturer 



Part Number 



PCB 
Footprint 



Rll 



R25 



0 OHM 



KOA Speer 
Electronics Inc., 
Bradford, PA, USA 



RM73Z1JLTDD 



0603 



5k, 5%, 
500mW 



KOA Speer 
'electronics Inc., 
Bradford, PA, USA 



RK73B2ELTDD 1 52 J 1 2 1 0 



R1,R5,R6,R9, 
R14,R18,R20 
R21,R22,R27 
R28 



10k, 1% 



KOA Speer IRK73GC1JLTD1002 |06O3 

Electronics Inc., |F 
Bradford, PA, USA 



R7,R10,R12, 
R13,R15,R19 
R23,R24 



100k, 1% 



KOA Speer IRK73GC1JLTD1003 |0603 

Electronics Inc., |F 
Bradford, PA, USA 



R2, R4, R8 3.3k, 5%, 
500mW 



K.OA Speer 
Electronics Inc., 
Bradford, PA, USA 



I RK73B2ELTDD3 3 2 J 1 2 1 0 



R3, R16, R17 



33.2k, 1% 



KOA Speer IRK73GC1 JLTD3322 10603 

Electronics Inc., IF 
Bradford, PA, USA 



Ul 



8 BIT Micro- 
controller 



Motorola Inc. 



IMC68HC908KX8M |SOIC 16 
|DW 



U2 



5 V protected 
regulator 



Micrel .. 1MIC2951-02BM ISOIC 8 

Semiconductor, Inc. 
San Jose, CA, USA 



The Appendix is a software listing of the following computer file: 
Appendix containing file HOTSHOT2.S19 and of length 5,434 bytes. 
To program the FLASH memory on the Motorola 68HC908 
microcontroller that resides inside the Hotshot product the following steps need to be 
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conducted: 

1) . Provide a Personal Computer, such as an Intel-based Pentium HI 800 
MHz computer, 256 MB RAM and 2 GB Hard Disk configured with Microsoft 
Windows 2000 operating system. 

2) . Start the Prog08SZ.exe programmer for Windows version 1 .38 provided 
from P&E Microcomputers System Inc, PO Box 2044, Woburn MA 01888-00044 
U.S.A. 

a) . Select >File > load SI 9 record 

1). Create the file HOTSHOT2.S19 based on the Appendix and place 
it into a temporary directory. 

b) . Select >Program 

1). The Prog08SZ.exe program will read the HOTSHOT2.S19 file and 
translate this information into the FLASH program and too the 
threshold parameters. 
2). The program will indicate when programming is complete. 
It is appreciated that the software components of the present invention 
may, if desired, be implemented in ROM (read-only memory) form. The software 
components may, generally, be implemented in hardware, if desired, using 

conventional techniques. 

~~ It is appreciated that the particular embodiment implemented by the 
Appendix is intended only to provide an extremely detailed disclosure of the present 
invention and is not intended to be limiting. 

It will be appreciated by persons skilled in the art that the present 
invention is not limited by what has been particularly shown and described hereinabove 
but rather includes both combinations and subcombinations of the various features 
described hereinabove as well as modifications thereto which would occur to a person 
reading the foregoing which modifications are not in the prior art. 



51 



on 03/22/2005 



APPENDIX 



S113F60050474 40AOA16142D1434360AOA050508 0C 
S113F6100A04CB9E8A407D555 6657273696F6E20CD 
S113F620302E31202020202030352F30352F30331C 
S113F63030393A3032414D68 61726477 61726520C5 
S113F64 07 6657273696F6E30303030303030303000 
S113F65030352F30352F3.03330393A3032414D0088 
S113F66000050F191B1E202325282A2D2E2F313289 
S113F67033343536373839393A3B3C3D3E3F3F4 0E9 
S113F68.04142434 4 4 54 54 64 647 4 84 94 94A4A4B4B0B 
S113F6904C4C4D4E4E4F4F505051525354 5455555F 
S113F6A056565757585859595A5A5A5B5B5C5C5CC2 
S113F6B05D5D5E5F5F5F6060606061616162 6262 4 8 
S113F6C06363 64 64 65 65666667 67 68 68 68 69696AD0 
S113F6D06A6B6B6C6C6D6D6D6E6E6E6F6F7070714E 
S113F6E07172727373747475757 6767777787879C6 
S113F6F07 97A7A7B7B7C7C7D7D7E7E7F7F7F808038 
S113F7008181828283838485858 68 687 87888889A8 
S113F7108A8A8B8B8C8C8D8D8E8E8F8F909091910D 
S113F720929394 959 69697 98 999 99A9B9C9D9E9E50 
S113F7 309 FA0A1 Al A2 A2 A4 A5 A6 A7 A8 A9 AAABACAD 6B . 
S105F7 4 0AEAF66 

S113F7436E011E6E481F6E08406E04416E80426E4 9 
S113F75308366E0437 6E041C121C6E021D6E103EB6 
S113F7 63 6EFE04 3F00 6E10053F01810A010DC600C1 
S113F77362A1FF240A4500627C20044FC700620E85 
S113F7 83010C4 5005C7CF6A1082 603CDFB228187 8E 
S113F7 93C6O066A10824425F4FCDF9EABF4OCE00FC 
S113F7A3668CD7007F5FA601CDF9EABF4 0CE006621 

52 



S113F7B38CD70077 5FA602CDF9EABF4 0CE00668CF2 
S113F7C3D7 006F5FA603CDF9EABF40CE00668CD7 9E 
S113F7D30067 4500667CCCF9E89E6F018C9EEE01CO 
S113F7E3D600809EEE01D7 007F9EEE01D6007 8 9E60 
S113F7F3EE01D7 0077 9EEE01D600709EEE01D7 008E 
S113F8036F9EEE01D60068 9EEE01D70067 9E6C01E1 
S113F8139EE601A10725C6A601874F87C600855F1B 
S113F82387 8 94FCDF9EACDF9FDA704C7008 6A614 4D 
S113F8 3387 4F87C6007D5F87 8 9A601CDF9EACDF995 
S113F8 43FDA7 04C7 007EA601874F87C600755F87 9F 
S113F8 5389A602CDF9EACDF9FDA7 04C7 007 6A6016E 
S113F8 6387 4F87C600 6D5F878 9A603CDF9EACDF973 
S113F87 3FDA704C7 00 6E4FC7 008DC7008EC7008B5A 
S113F883C7008CC7 008 9C7 008AC70087C70088 9E42 
S113F8 93 6F01CE008DC6008EBF4 09EEE018CDB004F 
S113F8A37F24 023C40C7 008EB64 0C7 00 8DCE008B38 
S113F8B3C6008CBF40 9EEE01DB007724 023C4 0C7A8 
S113F8C3008CB64 0C7 008BCE008 9C6008ABF4 09E19 
S113F8D3EE01DB00 6F24023C40C7008AB64 0C70038 
S113F8E38 9CE0087C60088BF409EEE01DB006724F3 
S113F8F3023C40C70088B640C7 0087 9E6C019EE661 
S113F90301A108258DA601C7 0058CE008DC6008E1F r 
S113F91354 4 6544 654 4 6CF0051C70052C6F614 997 0 
S113F923C200524FC20051240CC6F612C000524FFB 
S113F933C200512405A605C7 00 60CE008BC6008C07 
S113F943544 6544 654 4 6CF0053C70054C6F615993B 
S113F953C200544FC2005325080500051901CDFBOD 
S113F96322CE0087C6008854 4 654 4 654 4 69EE7 0177 
S113F9739EE601A10325139EE601A1C4 24 0C9EEE79 
S113F983018CD6F660C700552005A607C70060C6DC 
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S113F993F617 5FAB3224 015CBF4 0CE00558C8 99EC1 
S113F9A3E00188B64 08B95F28A900CB600A4FDB7AB 
S113F9B300B600A4F7B7 00CE008 9C6008A54 4 654A3 
S113F9C34 6544 69EE7 019EE601A10325139EE601E4 
S113F9D3A1E1240C9EEE018CD6F6 60C700632005DA 
S113F9E3A608C700608A81878987B73COF3CFDB6A8 
S113F9F33D9EE7019EE601A703818789875FA6FFF2 
S113FA039EE00924 015ABF4 095EE068C8 99EE001CD 
S113FA1388B64 08B95F28A900DA6FF95E008E7 0 619 
S113FA23A6FFE008E7 02 95E606E1082406E608E7FO 
S113FA330 6E7 02E6085F9EEB0724 015CBF4 095EEFO 
S113FA43028C8 99EE00188B6408B95F28A95 900 6D4 
S113FA53E606EB08202 6E6085F9EEB0724 015CBF5D 
S113FA634095EE028C998 9 9EE20188B64 08B95F2 0B 
S113FA7 38A910C95E606E1082305E0089EE7019EBA 
S113FA83E601A703818BB64087161CCDF7 92CDF709 
S113FA93 6EC60058 4BODC60062A108 260 60 9010 371 
S113FAA3CDFB28CEO05DC6005EAB1E24015CCF00F7 
S113FAB35DC7005EC6005EA0E8C6005DA203251C08 
S113FAC3CE005DC6005EAOE887 9FA20397 8 6CFOOA1 
S113FAD35DC7005E45005B7C45005A7CC600602719 
S113FAE33909013 6C60060C70056B600A4FDB70045 
S113FAF3B600A4F7B7 00B600A4EFB7 004500657CD1 
S113FB03F6A1FA24124500647CF6A111250C7FB6F4 
S113FB1300A804B7 002003CDFB28 8 6B7 408A8 04F92 
S113FB23C7 00602000874FC7FFFF4500FF94CDF750 
S113FB334 3C60060 9EE7 01CDFD3DC6005941010A5D 
S113FB43C600602 605A601C70060 9EE601C7 00 60E3 
S113FB534FC7FFFF111F9A2003C7FFFFC6005827 93 
S113FB63F820044FC7FFFFC60062A1082 6F5B600BC 
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S113FB73AA04B70018 01C600 604104 04 4FC7 00601B 
S113FB83C6F613C000524FC200512505A60 6C7008E 
S113FB9360C6F6005FAB322 4 015CBF40CE00558CD7 
S113FBA3899EE00188B6408B95F28A901DC6F60FB4 
5 S113FBB35F87 8 9C6F60D87 8 9C6F60B87 8 9C6F6095A 
S113FBC3AB3224015CCDFCC2A706C6F6075F878966 
S113FBD3C6F605878 9C6F60387 8 9C6F601AB3224C0 
S113FBE3372034C6F6105F87 8 9C6F60E87 8 9C6F6B2 
S113FBF30C87 8 9C6F60AAB3224 015CCDFCC2A7 068 6 
10 S113FC03C6F6085F87 89C6F60687 89C6F604 87 8918 
S113FC13C6F602AB3224015CAD59A706C6F611A0A1 
S113FC230187 4FA200978 6BF40CE0057 8C9 98 99EC7 
S113FC33E2018 8B64 08B95F28A90A8B600A4FDB77A 
S113FC4 300B600A4F7B700C6F6105F878 9C6F60EAO 
15 S113FC538789C6F60C87 89C6F60AAB3224 015CADE4 
S113FC635EA7062004 4FC7FFFFC600602 6F7CDFB3F 
S113FC7 3288A8187 8 9C600 602 642B600AA02B7 0093 
S113FC83B600AA08B7 00CDFD114FC7.005A2019C703 
S113FC93FFFFC6005BE107250FAD7 3C600 6195E165 
20 S113FCA3052205A604C70060C6005A95E109240C81 
S113FCB3C60055E1012205C6006027D3A70281874 8 
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END OF PART B 
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PART C - THE PROVISIONAL'S ADDED SUBJECT MATTER 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The following publications are believed to represent the current state of the art: 

U.S. Patents: 6,164,564; 6,199,587 ;5,01 2.977 ;4,090,668 ;5,1 18,040 ;5,509,606 ; 

;5,354,965 ;5,254,083 ;5,1 18,040 ;5,01 2,977 ;4,1 06,508 ,4,090,668 ;3,979,068 ;5,354,965 

5,947,348 ;5,927,608 ;5,509,606 ,'5,383, 247and 5,988,529 . 

Published PCT Applications: WO 02/092237, WO 00/27540, WO 98/58826 and also 
the PCT that parts thereof are presented in Part B.. 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention seeks to provide improved apparatus and method for cleaning or 
de-icing vehicle elements. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES AND APPENDIX 



The present invention will be understood and appreciated from the following detailed 
description, taken in conjunction with the drawings and appendix in which: 

Fig. 25 is a is a simplified illustration of a heated liquid discharge system constructed 
and operative in accordance with another preferred embodiment of the present invention 
mounted in a motor vehicle; 

Fig. 26 is a simplified exploded view illustration of a portion of the heated liquid 
discharge system of Fig. 25; 

Figs. 27A & 27B are simplified front view and back view pictorial illustrations 
corresponding to Fig. 26; 

Fig. 28 is a simplified sectional illustration taken along lines XXfi - XXH in Fig. 27 A; 
Fig. 29 is a simplified sectional illustration taken along lines XXffl - XXm in Fig. 27 A. 
Fig. 30 is a simplified timing diagram illustrating the operation of the system of figures 
25 to 29. 

Fig. 31 is a simplified illustration of the circular cylinder outer sleeve. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Reference is now made to Fig. 25, which is a simplified illustration of a heated liquid 
discharge system constructed and operative in accordance with another preferred 
embodiment of the present invention mounted in a motor vehicle. As seen in Fig. 25, an 
otherwise conventional motor vehicle 4100 is seen to incorporate a heated liquid 
discharge system 4102 constructed and operative in accordance with a preferred 
embodiment of the present invention. The heated liquid discharge system preferably 
includes a main assembly 4104, which provides liquid heating as well as electrical and 
liquid flow control functionalities. Main assembly 4104 is electrically connected via 
electrical cables 4106 and 4107 to a vehicle battery 4108. 



59 



A liquid inflow conduit 4110 supplies liquid, such as water or windshield cleaning 
liquid, from a vehicle liquid reservoir 41 12, having an associated vehicle pump 41 14, to 
main assembly 4104 . 

A liquid outflow conduit 4122 supplies liquid to one or more sprayers 4124, which may 
be located at one or more of the following vehicle locations: front vehicle windshield, 
back vehicle windshield, side vehicle windows in general and especially in locations 
providing viewing access to vehicle exterior mirrors, vehicle headlights, vehicle rear 
lights and vehicle exterior mirrors'. 

A vehicle operator actuation switch 4130, typically located on the vehicle dashboard, is 
electrically coupled to main assembly 4104 by a control conductor pair 4132. A pair of 
vehicle computer interface conductors 4134 and 4136 interconnect the main assembly 
4104 to the existing vehicle computer 4138. An ignition interface conductor 4140 
interconnects the main assembly 4104 to the existing vehicle ignition switch. 
CK and IMP ! The vehicle's operator actuating switch 4130, is preferably 
intended for activating the automatic sprinkling cycles. 

Preferably, several methods and ways exist, for example an alternative switch that might 
serve for a different operation activating mode. In the proposed alternative, a short 
depressing of the switch would actuate the automatic sprinkling. On the other end, a 
long depression interval, would cut off completely and close down the activity of the 
main assembly 4104 heating system. 

Preferably, a combination of the switch with the software and hardware of the system, 
are able to provide this special mode of operational function. 

Reference is now made additionally to Figs. 26, 27A, 27B, 28 and 29 (found in part B), 
which illustrate details of the structure and mounting of main assembly 4104. The main 
assembly 4104 is preferably mounted onto the vehicle chassis by a suitable mounting 
bracket, such as mounting bracket 4142. Mounting bracket 4142 preferably comprises 
suitably apertured chassis mounting portions 4144 and 4146 and a slide and snap fit 
main assembly support portion 4148 having slidable engagement indents 4150 and a 
snap fit engagement protrusion 4152 having indents 4154. The snap fit engagement 
protrusion 4152 may be injection molded of plastic directly onto the remainder of 
mounting bracket 4142. 

60 



Main assembly 4104 comprises a liquid heating chamber communicating with liquid 
inflow conduit 4122 and liquid outflow conduit 41 10, a principal housing portion 4160, 
which is configured for removable snap-fit engagement therewith by a cover housing 
portion 4162. As seen particularly in Fig. 27B, the back surface of principal housing 
portion 4160 is formed with suitably undercut retaining protrusions 4164 which slidably 
engage corresponding corners 4166 of support portion 4148 underlying indents 4150. 
As°seen particularly in Fig. 27 A, the top surface of principal housing portion 4160 is 
formed with a pair of engagement guides 4168 and inclined snap fit engagement 
protrusions 4170 which engage indents 4154 in snap fit engagement protrusion 4152. 
Principal housing portion 4160 defines a generally circular cylindrical liquid heating 
chamber accommodating volume 4180, in a major portion of which is disposed a liquid 
heating assembly 4182. Liquid heating assembly 4182 preferably comprises a circular 
cylindrical outer sleeve 4184 having a base 4186, which defines a sealing ring retaining 
socket 4188, arranged to retain an insulating liquid sealing ring 4190. 
A plurality of folded over heating elements, preferably two in number, designated by 
reference numerals 4194 and 4196, are located within sleeve 4184. Preferably heating 
element 4194 partially overlies heating element 4196, as seen in Fig. 29. Each of the 
folded over heating elements 4194 and 4196 preferably include a resistance heating 
element 4198, located within a heating element conductive sleeve 4200 and electrically 
insulated therefrom by an insulator 4202, such as a ceramic material. 
The resistance heating element 4198 is preferably coupled at one end thereof to an 
electrical connection terminal 4204 extending outwardly of base 4186 and is coupled at 
an opposite end thereof to conductive sleeve 4200. The conductive sleeves 4200 of each 
of the folded over heating elements 4194 and 4196 are electrically coupled to ground 
via base 4186 and an electrical connector 4206. It is appreciated that the electrical 
characteristics of the resistance heating elements 4198 of the various folded over 
heating elements 4194 and 41 96 are typically different from each other. 
Principal housing portion 4160 also defines* a liquid inlet channel 4210 and a heated 
liquid outlet channel 4212, both communicating with liquid heating chamber 
accommodating volume 4180, as well as a heated liquid temperature sensor mounting 
aperture 4214, also communicating with liquid heating chamber accommodating 
volume 4180. Liquid supplied to liquid heating chamber accommodating volume 4180 
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via liquid inlet channel 4210 preferably enters a liquid heating chamber 4216, defined 
by the interior of sleeve 4184, via at least two liquid inlet apertures formed in sleeve 
4184, preferably a first aperture 4218 located near the base 4186 and a second aperture 
422o' preferably located at an opposite side of sleeve 4184 and near the middle of the 
height of the sleeve 4184. 

Normally, during operation of pump 4114 (Fig. 25), the level of the liquid exceeds the 
height of the liquid heating chamber and fills the liquid heating chamber 
accommodating volume 4180. The liquid drain apertures 4228 is located on a side of 
sleeve 4184 just below the top thereof, which permits draining of liquid from volume 
4180 only down to the level of liquid drain apertures 4228, when the vehicle pump 4114 
(Fig. 25) is not in operation. The importance of liquid drain apertures 4228 and its 
placement in the liquid heating chamber accommodating volume 4180 will be described 
below. 

Liquid from reservoir 4112 (Fig. 25) is supplied by vehicle pump 4114 via liquid inlet 
conduit 4110 via a liquid inlet pathway portion 4250 of a liquid connector assembly 
4252, which also defines a liquid outlet pathway portion 4254. Liquid connector 
assembly 4252 preferably comprises an injection molded element which also defines a 
differential pressure bypass pathway portion 4256, which is controlled by a spring 
loaded one-way valve 4258 and which permits liquid flow from liquid inlet pathway 
portion 4250 to liquid outlet pathway portion 4254 when the pressure differential 
thereacross reaches a predetermined threshold, typically 0.3 to 0.5 bar, which indicates 
the existence of a blockage in the liquid path through valve 4260 and the liquid heating 
chamber accommodating volume 41 80. 

Liquid inlet pathway portion 4250 preferably comprises a leaky one way valve 4260, 
preferably having a channel 4262 formed in a valve seat 4264 thereof, as shown in 
detail in Fig. 28. Valve 4260 preferably permits supply of liquid under pressure to the 
liquid heating chamber accommodating volume 4180 but restricts backflow 
therethrough to a relatively slow rate. The liquid passes through liquid inlet channel 
4210 and fills the liquid heating chamber accommodating volume 4180. The liquid 
flows into liquid heating chamber 4216 via first and second apertures 4218 and 4220 in 
sleeve 4184, and elongated openings 4229 and 4231 (figures 28 and 31A, 31B). 
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The liquid is heated in liquid heating chamber 4216 and the temperature of the liquid or 
the air overlying the liquid, depending on the liquid level, is sensed by a temperature 
sensor 4270 commercially available from EPCOS AG. Corporate Communications of 
Munich, Germany, identified by Catalog No. G560/50K/F2 and located in heated liquid 
temperature sensor mounting aperture 4214. Temperature sensor 4270 preferably is 
mounted onto a printed circuit board 4272 which is mounted within principal housing 
portion 4160 and located outside of liquid heating chamber accommodating volume 
4180. 

Mounted on printed circuit board 4272 is control circuitry for operation of the mam 
assembly 4104 which is connected inter alia to temperature sensor 4270, and - via a 
connector 4274 and a wire harness 4276 including a connector 4278 - to control 
conductor pair 4132, vehicle computer interface conductors 4134 and 4136 and ignition 
interface conductor 4140 (Fig. 25). Electrical cables 4106 and 4107 connect the vehicle 
battery 4108 (Fig. 25) to connection terminals 4280 of a plurality of relays 4282, which 
supply electrical power to electrical connection terminals 4204 of heating elements 
4194 and 4196 via electrical connectors 4284. Relays 4282 are commercially available 
from TYH Enterprise Limited of Tsuen Wan, N.T., Hong Kong. Electrical connector 
4206 provides a direct ground connection between base 41 86 and the vehicle ground via 
one of electrical cables 4106 and 4107. An overheating cut-off fuse 4290 is also : 
mounted onto printed circuit board 4272 and is connected to the control circuitry for 
shutting off power to the heating elements 4194 and 4196 in the event of overheating of 
the liquid heating assembly 4182. Fuse 4290 is preferably formed with an undersurface 
of a resilient material and is preferably retained in tight thermal engagement with the 
underside of base 4186 by a cover element 4292. 

It is a particular feature of the present invention that the provision of liquid drain 
apertures 4228 in sleeve 4184 together with leaky one-way valve 4260 provide both 
overheating and antifreezing protection for the main assembly 4104. This synergetic 
functionality may be understood by considering the operation of the system following 
completion of a spray cycle. At this time, due to deactivation of pump 41 14, liquid is 
not being pumped into liquid heating chamber accommodating volume 4180 and the 
liquid tends to drain slowly from volume 4180 via channel 4262, leaky one-way valve 
4260, liquid inlet pathway portion 4250, liquid inlet conduit 4110 and vehicle pump 

63 



4114 to reservoir 4112. Such drainage continues until the level of liquid in liquid 
heating chamber accommodating volume 4180 reaches the level of liquid drain 
apertures 4228, at which point air, rather than liquid is drawn into channel 4262, 
effectively terminating drainage and retaining liquid inside liquid heating chamber 
accommodating volume 4180 at the level of liquid drain apertures 4228. 
Retention of liquid inside liquid heating chamber accommodating volume 4180 at a 
level preferably not lower than that of liquid drain apertures 4228 ensures that the level 
of liquid in liquid heating chamber 4216 at least covers most of the heating elements 
4194 and 4196, ensuring rapid heating of the liquid at the next heating cycle and 
avoiding burning out of the heating elements due to lack of liquid in the vicinity thereof. 
At the same time retention of liquid inside liquid heating chamber accomodating 
volume 4180 at a level- preferably not higher than that of liquid drain apertures 4228 
ensures that sufficient freezing expansion volume is provided within volume 4180 and 
within the liquid heating chamber 4216 so that when the vehicle is not being operated 
and is in a freezing environment .freezing of the liquid therein does not cause cracking 
of the liquid heating chamber 4216 or of the liquid heating chamber accommodating 
volume 4180. 

Reference is now made to Fig. 30, which is a simplified timing diagram illustrating the 
operation of the system of Figs. 25 to 29. As seen in Fig. 30, system actuation is 
preferably initiated by a user, such as the driver of a motor vehicle, pressing an 
operation actuation switch 4130, typically located on the vehicle dashboard. It is noted, 
however, that preferably, at all times that the vehicle is running at nominal idling or 
higher rpm, the system preferably maintains a standby heating state, except if the driver 
shuts off the system, for example by depressing - by a long interval, switch 4130. 
Preferably, the system is maintaining a state in which - from the instant the key is 
inserted in the ignition switch and turning on the engine, until the instant that the 
vehicle's engine reaches its idling rpm, the system's heating current would not be 
activated. 

For example, let us explain the operation of a system that preferably started operating at 
an ambient temperature of — 18°C. 
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The instant of transition 4500 IWV? IMP QRXis the instant at which 

the engine passes /goes over the nominal idling rpm's. This is seen as THE IDLING 
LINE? • 

THE POINT 4500 ? in the timing diagram (figure 30). 

The stages preceding the switch over WHY TRANSITION WHY NOT 
ACTIVATING ?? are not depicted in then diagram. 

Identification of the engine's angular velocity (namely its rpm) and the indication when 
it reaches the "higher than idling" value can be - preferably - obtained by various 
methods. 

One such method, preferably, relies on (continuous) measurement and sampling of the 
accumulator's voltage, as follows. 

Prior to switching the engine ON, the voltage is, for example, approximately 12 volts. 
When the starter is activated, the voltage drops by, say, approximately 5 V. 
Once the engine revolutions exceed the idling rpm value, the voltage increases to over 
12 volts, a value that preferably can be fed into the computer's software? Algorithm? 
Preferably, said instant at which the rpm reaches and surpasses the idling rpm, is 
identified and serves to provide a signal for turning the heating current ON. 

Such an analysis can be preferably executed either within the heating unit, or 
alternatively by some other //computing/electronic/ unit of the car. 

In the latter case (i. e., performed somewhere in th e car // performed by a device in the 
car //), a signal is sent to the heating system in order to advise it that the required rpm's 
(higher than that of the idling state) was reached. 

(p. 107) An alternate / different type for executing the measurement, is to preferably 
rely on measuring the engine's rpm / angular velocity by "counting"? the rate of pulses 
preferably received when the engine is liirning, and providing a signal converting this 
information to express the "rpm above idling" state of the engine, which in turn is sent 
to eur the heating system. 

After the engine reached and passed the idling state rpm's, the system enters its first 
stage of the operation cycle which is 4fe© stand by mode. Heating element 4194 is 
actuated. Preferably, at this period a 17 amps current passes through the element 
(marked 4504 in the current graph). The temperature that is measured by sensor 4270 
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starts to rise at that instant (4506) and preferably stabilizes around 56°C (designated 
4508 in the diagram). 

In what follows, ON/OFF current control is preferably realized for current values 
ranging from zero to 17 amp. 

Continuing the study of the process as expressed by the curves, we note the preferably 
value of 1 7 amp currents in the sections designated 45 1 0. 

Reverting to the sections marked 4508, the variation of the temperature as preferably 
measured by sensor 4270 is in the neighborhood of 56°C. 

When a driver activates operation actuation switch 4130, preferably by depressing 

switch button // button 45678 , the system enters the automatic activation mode, at 
instant 4514 (see diagram). 

In this mode, provided the driver does not shut down the operation of the system, two 
sprinkling cycles would preferably be executed. 

During the same time span, the two heating elements 4194 and 4196 are activated, and a 
current of preferably 37 amps ROGO not 17? amps flows and the 
temperature of the heating elements rises/ increases. The duration of the heating period 
is shown in the diagram, designated 45 1 6. <r CHECK 

Preferably, at instant 4520 (see diagram), when the temperature that the temperature 
sensor 4270 is measuring reaches 75°C, the legie algorithm prow -xnnx of the 
system employs this temperature value for triggering the first sprinkling (4522, see 
diagram, Fig 30). 

It was programmed in the system operation algorithm, that the termination of the first 
sprinkling cycle would be preferably at the 56°C temperature vakue. 
The duration (i. e., length) of the first sprinkling cycle - designated 4524 in the diagram, 
would preferably be approximately four (4) seconds, which approximately is the time 
required until the water cools down to 56°C as measured by sensor 4270 - providing the 
instant of termination of the first sprinkling - see temperature value 56°C at point 4528 
in the diagram, marking the instant the first sprinkling stops. 



Preferably at the termination time of the first sprinkling 4526, the temperature 
measured by the sensor, starts to rise once again. 
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— as also 



The algorithm of the system's logic, is programmed so that preferably when the 
temperature reaches again the value of 75°C, the system activates the second sprinkling 
cycle, as it did for the sirst sprinkling cycle. Obviously, other values can preferably be 
preferred, selected and set - eventually dictating to the internal computer the preferably 
sequences of the sprinkling cycles. 

At instant 4514 - wherein the sensor measures once more a 756°C temperature, 
preferably the second sprinkling cycle is activated. The duration 4522 of this second 
sprinkling cycle, as determined by' the system program, is preferably constrained by one 
of the following two conditions: 

. The first condition is that the sensor would preferably measure a low temperature, of 
say 5°C; 

. The second condition is that preferably, the duration of the sprinkling cycle, should 

not be longer than 8 seconds. 
In the example that we exhibited, the temperature of 5*C at the time instant designated 
4524, is the one that caused the termination of the sprinkling at the instant marked 4526. 
Following the time instant 4524, and while the engine is still running at an angular 
velocity higher than the rpm value of the idling state 4528, the current euteff switch of 
heating element 4196 is shown at the time instant 4524. Preferable, somewhat later on, 
the flow of the 17 amp current continues to feed hearing element 4194and the system is 
preferably found to be in the standby mode instant of its performance. 
Preferably, in the same manner and procedure as explained above, the temperature at 
the sensor is stabilized around the 56°C temperature, wherein the control regime of the 
temperature through the variations of the current is an alternating ON and OFF 
sequence. ^RoOOOgO CFM(confirm) not clear in text: ON/OFF 

Preferably, if the driver would not cut off the system through an initiated act by him, 
then preferably the system would be shut down at instant 4530, namely when the engine 
is shut off, and wherein preferably - considering the algorithm and the control program 
of the system, it would preferably happen when the engine's rpm drops below the idling 
rpm value as pre-set in the system. The car. ? 
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Thus far we explained the operating logic with its algorithm and the operation of the 
system, where in preferably the driver activated the sprinkling after rather a liong 
interval from the instant that the car's engine was started up. 
Let us present now 

Let us present now the circumstances arising from another mode (possibility) of 
executing the sprinkling by the drivers actions. 

The driver enters the car, starts the engine and immediately activates the operator's 
actuation switch 4130. The system's operations and cycles sequences would be, 
basically, rather similar to those described above (the first example / selection ). 
The major essential difference is that the system would p referably skip the standby 
stage and directly (?rm = JirVW) heat the liquid with its two heating elements, 
4194 and 4196. The temperature would reach 75°C (and this would be read by sensor 
4270), and. from this instant (point) onwards, the process woud be identical to the one 
presented above. 

Let us present now a sprinkling system whose characteristics /provide for// enable / 
exploiting the system in a better manner - through preferably an optimal performance 
from the point of view of attaining the desired heating, as well as better efficiency and 
utilization of the supplied heat energy, combined with better economical use of the 
volatile (evaporable) material that is found in the antifreeze liquid (e. g. alcohol or the 
like) and in particular in the manner and efficiency it removes the formed ice - as said - 
in the most optimal fashion (success?). 

In the actual experiments carried out WITH WHICH / WHAT SYSTEM ? it was 
established that the range of relative higher temperature, say 75°C and 56°C for the first 
cycle, and a range of high (75°C) and preferably a low, 5°C, temperature at the 
termination of sprinkling instant, deliver the best optimal performance when the 
environmental temperature is around -18°C. 

Studying the first cycle, it was found that the transfer of the de-icing / melting energy to 
the car windshield is done in a reasonable manner. -OT ^ 
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In the second sprinkling cycle there exists a stage at which the temperature of the liquid 
in the reservoir and that of the liquid being sprinkled are relatively low EXAMPLE ? 
WHAT MEANS RELATIVE HERE ?? even at values under 40°C and as much 
low as to of 5°C. 

At the temperatures just quoted above, the vaporization of the alcohol included in the 
antifreeze liquid is low. This causes at least two important phenomena: 
First - lack of vaporization results in less squandered heating energy, and chiefly 
contributes to shortening the heating up time. 

The second phenomena results in leaving a larger quantity of alcohol in the antifreeze 
liquid solution. This helps and enhances the melting of the ice process (as will be 
explained herein after). 

In addition, the temperature of the flow of the liquid jet (or the sprinkled liquid "fan") 
occur at relatively lower temperatures. The sprinkled liquid jet is alcohol rich (becauise, 
as said - it evaporation rate decreased - leaving more material in the antifreeze solution. 
When these liquid jet (or the sprinkled liquid "fan") are impinging on the windshield (or 
any other surface being sprinkled), the ice or snow on the surface will not freeze anew, 
because as explained above - it is alcohol rich. 

This essentially absence of freezing, combined with the mechanical action of the 
windshield wipers, was actually proven to provide optimal removal of ice and snow 
from the glass surfaces. 

As expressed above, in the sequential second sprinkling cycle, that is preferably 
activated (started) when the liquids' temperature is 75°C and is preferably terminated at 
the 5°C temperature level, the supply of active (hot) liquid is doubled. This larger liquid 
quantity delivers very good de-icing / snow melting action. 

As a reminder, one should note that the liquid - now at 5°C temperature, is still at 
higher temperature than the typical environmental temperature, at say 18°C, and thus 
also under this extreme weather conditions it still acts as a melting inducing agent. 
To recapitulate and emphasize: it was established (found) that the presence of alcohol 
rich liquid combined with the mechanical operation of the windshield wipers, provide 
optimal conditions for removing ice and snow from the glass surfaces, and this 
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combination is achieved by working at relatively lower antifreeze liquid temperatures, 
in accordance with the specific values presented in the discussion. 

Consider now the computerizing aspect of the system, constructed to provide the 
operational logic and additional required functions. 

Building the system ?HT'K "lTD miSZl"? Was intended to enable various future 
changes and modifications that might result from continued research and tested 
applications. 

Moreover, this approach allows for incorporating specific changes and adaptations, as 
might required by potential future vehicle manufacturers and users and their specific 
needs or ideas. 

As a specific example, a certain vehicles manufacturer demanded that instead of 
adjusting the system to be compatible with the rather common idling rpm of 800 
revolutions, he should be able to have the system operating at another idling rpm value. 
Specifically, he required that the stand by rpm's shall be around 1,300 revolutions. The 
system built to suit his request, was actually built so it performs at this, 1,300 rpm 
value, without affecting other parameters nor harming the system performance. 
The request was accepted, and suitable systems were already deliveredf to jim. 

Between One of the reasons for "going down" from a three heating elements scheme to 
a two heating elements combination, was the demand of one customer to lower the 
specification of required heating current, practically from the common accepted current 
value of preferably 50 amps in our "three heating elements" system, to preferably 37 
amps value. In order to adapt the system to be compatible with his specification, which 
meant lowering the total heating current needed to be supplied at times from 50 amps to 
preferably 37 amps, the two heating elements (with preferably 17 amps operating value 
system) was developed and delivered. 

In order to enable a preferably swift reaction tune, we introduced a 

?n»- 1 ? ?na-i " standby-n nvw •003371" «wd 

This (different?) arrangement for the standby stage, heats the liquid immediately after 
the car has been started, and thus provides an earlier (PRE?) heating time before the 
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sprinkling action is actuated, thus shortening the required time until the first sprinkling 
cycle can be activated. 

Incorporating a combination of measuring the outdoors temperature and preferably 
inserting the data into the system, enables to change at will the temperature values 
(sprinkling start and end as related to sensor 4270 readings). 

Said integration is preferably very important especially when the set temperature for 
termination of the sprinkling cycle is selected to be low, e. g. 5°C. 
In order to clarify this point - note the explanation that follows. 

If the environment (outdoors) temperature is -4°C, it becomes impractical to go down to 
sprinkling at 5°C ?nmn npoan ni TOnm because the temperatures difference is small 
and hence the efficiency is low. 

In such cases, preferably, we could resort to changing the set temperature upwards, for 
example to 15°C or another ?? which preferably can be selected after measuring the 
outdoors temperature and exploiting the knowledge to select a temperature that would 
provide better efficiency. 

(you could say - preferably one can use different antireeze liquids) 
But "P <r murium non cunrj ^-rai v^dti irnin it"?™ 

Different antifreeze liquids contain different volatile (vaporizable) liquids, such as 
alcohol, methanol and others. Reference to "antifreeze" and the volatile liquids they 
contain, is hence meant to be general - encompassing all common available types. 

Reference is now made to figure 31, which is a simplified pictorial illustration of the 
circular cylindrical out sleeve 4184. 

This unit is preferably made up of a metal pipe with various openings. 
The openings were already described in the preceding text. 

Elongated openings 4229 and 4231 were found to be suitable for the mixing 
requirements of the liquid entering then heating element, and thus for having the liquid 
in it attain a uniform temperature. 

The described type of openings, are also amenable for providing convenient and easy 
assembly process. 
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The computerized (electronic) system and their hardware, which were described in 
figures 24A to 24H ROGO - THESE ARE NUMBEFRS BELOW 
24G don't you hacve to change them ? 

Considering the capabilities of the system - it is preferably poOssible to maintain the 
algorithm and programs TOGETHJER WITH THE NEW ACTIVITY 

?TQ , 'N7 13D7H U»W IK ,*aX - 1*n 

?X7 ,'n57T7provisionain ^70 nTW 1*0 «T» 
Yjay were explained in part C and mat refers to the figures numbered 25 to 3 1 . 
PREFERABLY lines 3 & 4 your p. 1 17 - me not understand agree or explain please. 

(77) 
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PART C 1 



Let us refer to the essential subjects of the flow path of the heated sprinkling liquid, and 
to the synergetic gains obtained due to the reduction of the part of the volatile liquids 
found in the antifreeze that vaporizes and is lost, when considering the liquid flow path 
from the heating reservoir and devices up to the sprinkling action at the sprayer and 
impinging on the surfaces to be de-iced or cleaned from snow. 

We will refer to an example of a sprinkling action in which preferably the quantity of 
the volatile liquid (alcohol or the like) is preferably found in it maximal practical 
quantity. 

In this path - the major components of the heating system are preferably the heating 

reservoir of the system, the piping and fixtures of the path to the sprayer and preferably 

at the end of the path, a sprayer or several sprayers. In here after, whenever referring to 

"piping", we mean the tubes together with all their attendant accessories. 

The subject of the preferably heating reservoir, was referred to in part C of this 

provisional. 

As for the piping, there are many viable options. One simple option is the conventional 
piping already existing in the vehicles. Another option, is preferably the piping 
discussed in a former PCT of Microheat Inc., wherein (there) the tube through which 
the liquid flows to the sprayers is preferably located within a sleeve that contains, in 
addition, two more tubes. These additional two tubes serve for spinning the liquid on its 
way from the reservoir and back to it. In the PCT just referred to, the heating system is 
equipped with an auxiliary device for providing the spinning property. 
It is preferably also possible, as explained in the above mentioned PCT, to perform the 
liquid's spinning through the sprayer/s. 

Preferably, as presented in that PCT, and I will emphasize this fact once more, said 
method of spinning the liquid enables better perfopnance of the task of mamtaining the 
elevated temperature of the sprinkled heated liquid thus preventing harmful quick 
cooling of the sprinkled liquid. 

It is evident from this discussion, that by adopting this approach, we can preferably use 
relatively lower heated liquid temperatures and yet supply a hot liquid at the output 
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nozzles -in a temperature that is approximately that of the liquid in the heating 
reservoir. 

This capability preferably does not impel us to provide intensified heating of the liquid 
in the heating reservoir in order to overcome the cooling down of the liquid caused by 
conventional piping found in ambient environment temperatures of -18°C. 
The same claims may preferably also be relevant when referring to a sprayer through 
which we spin heated up liquid. Such a sprinkler, would preferably be warmer than its 
ambient temperature, especially if the ambient temperature is the frequently prevailing 
temperature in cold regions, e. g., -18°C (ca. 0°F) that we quote as rather typical for 
those areas. 

Hence we conclude that a sprinkling system, preferably with "a piping in a sleeve" and 
the spinning of the heated liquid property there and within the sprayer, result in an 
optimal system for sprinkling the liquid on the window surface while the liquid 
maintains a richer volatile (alcohol or equivalents) contents percentage as compared to 
the conventional sprinkler systems in vehicles. 

Practically, any sprinkler existing in any car in the world whose configuration we will 
change in a manner that preferably the spinning liquid would flow through it - is bound 
to provide the optimal performance prevailing in our system - due to the fact that the 
liquid emanating from it will have a richer volatile contents than the liquid sprinkled 
from same sprayer without being endowed by the spinning variation. 
The combination - spinning, heating, increased liquid volatile contents - thus enhanced 
wiping properties, might be deemed to posses the "innovative" properties amenable to 
patentable requirements. 

In the above presentation, we did not yet refer to other variations and preferably 
adaptations that may be performed on sprayers, to instill optimal performance qualities 
in them. 

Considering the attributes and behavior relating to vaporization of the volatile material 
in a liquid, and applying what we know from basic physic knowledge, we note that said 
vaporization of the volatile material from a liquid jet, or from a fan-like liquid 
sprinkling, and/or from liquid droplets in motion, depends on a host of factors. 
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Let's present some of these factors. 
A-l • The velocity of the jet stream. 

A-2 • The surface area of the liquid relative to the volume of the liquid it envelopes. 
A-3 - The shape of the jet cross section, whether it is circular, cylindrical, or any other. 
A-4 • Relating to particles / droplets of the liquid, the configuration of the outer 
surface area of this entities that encompasses the volume of the droplet. 

It is evidently clear that a sprayer that is partly clogged due to frozen entities at its 
nozzle outwards opening, would jet outwards a liquid whose configuration is far 
removed from optimal. 

The spinning of warm/hot liquid within a sprayer would preferably enable its flow 
outwards in an optimal configuration, when one considers that preferably the heating up 
action would prevent the freezing of the liquid at the sprayer's nozzle, in a manner that 
the designed established as an/the optimal appropriate configuration. 

Sprayers that are designed for sprinkling a liquid from them, in a manner compatible 
with atfaining minimum loss of the volatile liquid as discussed above, would be 
basically based on optimization of the spraying characteristics, which preferably relates, 
inter alia, to all or part of the previous clauses - A-l, A-2, A-3 and A-4. 

Slight variations applied to the sprayers would render them "optimal" from the 
attendant aspect of lower loss of volatile liquids as compared their earlier configuration 
and performance. 

Changes such as preferably implementing internal spinning. 

Some of the preferably recommended changes are given below. 

B-l • Changing the. spinning mode of the liquid within the sprayer. 

B-2 • Changing the flow path within the sprayer. 

C-3 • Changing the shape of the outwards opening of the sprayer. 

C-4 • Changing the number of openings of the sprayer. 

C-5 • Changing the dimensions of the openings of the sprayer. 



Some of the above presented possibilities were actually implemented in a simple 
manner and did prove enhanced efficiency in relation to lowering the percentage of lost 
volatile material from the liquids being sprinkled by the sprayers. 

From the above treatment, it becomes possible to stress once again the subject of 
"innovation" and the inventions inherent in the preferably above presented changes and 
additions, chiefly aimed at attaining optimal performance, inter alia by actually 
achieving reduced rates of loss of the volatile liquids arriving at the sprayer's openings. 
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CLAIMS 



A heated liquid discharge system comprising: 

a main assembly which provides liquid heating and includes electrical and liquid 
flow control functionalities ; 

pump and a liquid inflow conduit supplying liquid from a liquid reservoir to said 
main assembly; and 

a liquid outflow conduit supplying liquid to at least one sprayer located at at least 
one location on a motor vehicle , 

said main assembly comprising a liquid heating chamber communicating with said 
liquid inflow conduit and said liquid outflow conduit; and 

flow control is established through a temperature sensor that, in accordance with 
read temperatures, activates or shuts down the operation of said pump, and by this 
maintains the required temperature control. 

2. A heated liquid discharge system comprising: 

a main assembly which provides liquid heating and includes electrical and liquid 
flow control functionalities ; 

pump and a liquid inflow conduit supplying liquid from a liquid reservoir to said 
main assembly; and 

a liquid outflow conduit supplying liquid to at least one sprayer located at at least 
one location on a motor vehicle , 

said main assembly comprising a liquid heating chamber communicating with said 

liquid inflow conduit and said liquid outflow conduit; and 

in this activity, one sprinkling cycle is terminated at a low temperature. 

3. A system in accordance with claim 2, wherein the low temperature at which the 
sprinkling cycle is terminated is higher- than the environmental outdoor 
temperature, provided said one is below 0°C. 
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4. A system in accordance with claim 2, wherein one sprinkling cycle is terminated at 
a low temperature, that is set in accordance with performing measurements of the 
environmental temperature. 

5. A system in accordance with claim 4, wherein the environmental temperature is the 
outdoors temperature in the vicinity of the vehicle.. 

6. A heated liquid discharge system comprising: 

a main assembly which provides liquid heating and includes electrical and liquid 
flow control functionalities ; 

pump and a liquid inflow conduit supplying liquid from a liquid reservoir to said 
main assembly; and 

a liquid outflow conduit supplying liquid to at least one sprayer located at at least 
one location on a motor vehicle , 

said main assembly comprising a liquid heating chamber communicating with said 
liquid inflow conduit and said liquid outflow conduit; and 

whenever the system - in periods that are not sprinkling cycles, maintains a stand- 
by stage characterized by heating the liquid operation in accordance with the 
angular velocity (rpm's) of the engine. 

7. A system in accordance with claim 6, wherein the standby stage in which heating is 
in progress, occurs provided the angular velocity (rpm's) of the engine is above a 
designated pre-set value. 

8. A system in accordance with claim 6, wherein the standby stage in which heating is 
in progress, occurs provided the angular velocity (rpm's) of the engine equals the 
nominal idling rpm value or is higher than said rpm value. 

9. A system in accordance with claim 6, wherein during the standby stage the heating 
current is lower than the designated maximum value of the system's heating 
current. 
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10. A system in accordance with claim 2, wherein the evaporation of the volatile 
liquids from the antifreeze liquid filling the heating reservoir due to the heating 
cycle thereof, as well as the evaporation of said volatile liquid flowing along the 
sprinkling path - until said liquid is sprinkled on the surfaces - is low. 

11. A system in accordance with claim 2, wherein the evaporation of the volatile 
liquids during one sprinkling cycle is lower than the evaporation of the volatile 
liquids in a cycle preceding this cycle being referred to. 

12. A system in accordance with claim 11, wherein the evaporation of the volatile 
liquids during sprinkling cycles is governed by a temperature sensor. 

13. A system in accordance with claim 2, wherein one sprinkling cycle is terminated at 
a low temperature; and 

wherein the liquid flow is coupled with the operation of the windshield wipers. 

14. A system in accordance with claim 13, wherein said large amount of the volatile 
contents in the liquid being, sprinkled is coupled with said movements of the 
windshield wipers. 

15. A system in accordance with claim 14, wherein the combination of said large 
amount of said volatile contents in the liquid being sprinkled and said movements 
of said windshield wipers prevent the freezing of said liquid being sprinkled on the 
surfaces being sprinkled upon. 

16. A system in accordance with claim 15, wherein coupling of a sprinkling activity 
and said movements of said windshield wipers assist in achieving the goal of 
convenient and easy removal of snow, sleet and snow. 
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17 A method for controlling and operating heated liquid discharge system comprising 
a main assembly that provides liquid heating and its flow control through 
dedicated electronics circuity and utilising a pump and a liquid flow conduit to 
supply said heated liquid from a reservoir to said main assembly and a liquid 
outflow supplying liquid to at least one sprayer on a motor vehicle , 
Said main assembly comprising a liquid heating chamber communicating with said 
liquid inflow and outflow conduits, equipped with flow control based on a 
temperature sensor's readings that activates or shuts down the pump operation. 

18 A method as presented in claim 17, with all components and features described 
therein, and that in addition performs the functions of heating the sprinkling liquid 
in a reservoir and performs activates controlled first and second sprinkling cycle 
tasks with a heated liquid from a chamber communicating with said liquid inflow 
and outflow conduit; and such that in this activity, one sprinkling cycle is 
terminated at a low temperature. 

19 A method for controlling a heated liquid discharge system comprising a main 
assembly as provided in claims 17 and 18, with all the operational hardware 
associated computer operation and control systems as described in claims 17 and 
18, supplying liquid to at least one sprayer located on a motor vehicle. Said mam 
assembly comprising a liquid heating chamber communicating with in- and out- 
flow conduits and and wherein in addition said liquid outflow conduit; and 
whenever the system - in periods that are not sprinkling cycles, maintains a stand- 
by stage characterized by heating the liquid operation in accordance with the 
- angular velocity (rpm' s) of the engine. 

20. A heated liquid discharge system comprising: 

a main assembly which provides liquid heating and includes electrical and liquid 

flow control functions ; 

pump and a liquid inflow conduit supplying liquid from a liquid reservoir to said 
main assembly; and 
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a liquid outflow conduit supplying liquid to at least one sprayer located at at least 
one location on a motor vehicle , 

said main assembly comprising a liquid heating chamber communicating with said 
liquid inflow conduit and said liquid outflow conduit; and 

wherein, when the flow path of the heated liquid flowing from the heating 
reservoir, the continual piping and the sprayer, are optimal as per the aspect of 
reduced loss of the volatile liquids found in the liquid being sprinkled from the 



sprayer. 
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21. A system in accordance with claim 20, wherein parts of the tube conducting the 
sprinkling liquid, is adjacent to the spinning liquid from and to the heating 
reservoir. 

22. A system in accordance with claim 20, wherein a liquid arriving to the sprayer from 
the heating reservoir and returning to it, is undergoing a spinning action in the 
sprayer. 



23. A system in accordance with claims 20 and 21, wherein said tube and said sprayer 
referred to there in, are mutually combined. 

24. A system in accordance with claim 20, wherein in its sprayer the inner liquid path 
of the liquid flow was changed relative to the path in the currently existing 
sprayers. 

25. A system in accordance with claim 20, wherein its sprayer underwent a change of 
the shape of the liquid's exit nozzles as compared to the currently existing ones. 

26. A method for discharging heated liquid, wherein the method is based on a 
discharge system comprising a main assembly which provides liquid heating and 
includes electrical and liquid flow control functions, combined with pump and a 
liquid inflow and outflow conduits supplying and returning said liquid to said 
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heating reservoir, said liquid being supplied to at least one sprayer on a moror 
vehicle, and wherein, when the flow path of the heated liquid flowing from the 
heating reservoir, the continual piping and the sprayer, are optimal as per the 
aspect of reduced loss of the volatile liquids found in the liquid being sprinkled 
from the sprayer, 
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ABSTRACT 

A provisional for enabling variations of an earlier PCT in order to extend its 
applicability to a wider public differing in their requirements is presented. 
It is made up of three parts: (a) "Structure of this provisional", (b) The basic PCT, 
(c) The added body" - presenting the adaptations and improvements. 

The PCT - 

A liquid heating assembly including a heat-conductive displaceable element and a liquid 
heating enclosure forming a liquid heating volume including a primary liquid heating 
volume and a secondary liquid heating volume. The primary liquid heating volume 
includes a heat exchanger for directly heating the liquid in the primary volume plus 
indirectly the secondary liquid heating volume. 

The Added Provisional Treatsie 

A heated liquid discharge system comprises a main assembly heats the liquid for 
cleaning or deicing snow and ice covered vehicles' windshield surfaces. It includes 
electrical and liquid flow control combined with a pump and liquid flow conduits 
supplying liquid from a reservoir. Main assembly and a liquid outflow conduit supply 
liquid to one or more sprayers located on a motor vehicle, sprayer also located on the 
motor vehicle , 

Flow control is established through a temperature sensor that reads temperatures and 
activates / shuts down the pump operation. 

A salient adaptation feature is reduction of the required heating current (by 
approximately 30%), enabling vehicles with lower amp-hours capacity to enjoy the 
benefits of this system. 
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51677 PART D - THE PROVISIONAL'S ADDED SUBJECT MATTER 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The following publications are believed to represent the current state of the art: 
U.S. Patents: 6,164,564; 6,199,587 ;5,354,965 ;5,012,977 ;4,090,668 ;5,1 18,040 ;5,509,606 ; 
;5,383,247 ;5,354,965 ;5,254,083 ;5,1 18,040 ;5,012,977 ;4,106,508 ;4,090,668 ;3,979,068 
5,947,348 ;5,927,608 ;5,509,606and 5,988,529 . 

Published PCT Applications: WO 02/092237, WO 00/27540, WO 98/58826 and also the PCT that 
parts thereof are presented in Part B. 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention seeks to provide improved apparatus and method for cleaning or de-icing 
vehicle elements. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES 



The present invention would be better understood and appreciated from the following detailed 
description, taken in conjunction with the drawings and the appendix, in which: 

Fig. 32 is a simplified sectional illustration of the main assembly (a unit based on the concept of 
the unit presented in Fig. 22), constructed and operative in accordance with another preferred 
embodiment of the present invention, mounted in a motor vehicle; 

Fig. 33 is a simplified sectional illustration of the main assembly constructed and operative in 
accordance with another preferred embodiment of the present invention, mounted in a motor 
vehicle; 

note that this unit is equipped with one liquid discharge exit but with two inputs for the liquid. 
Note also that one of them is closed by a cover. 

Fig. 34 is a simplified sectional illustration of the main assembly constructed and operative in 
accordance with yet another preferred embodiment of the present invention, mounted in a motor 
vehicle; 

This unit's construction is based on the design of the unit depicted in Fig. No. 33. 

Note that this unit is equipped with two inputs for the liquid. Moreover, the two inputs of the 

liquid are connected to bi-directional valve. 



Fig. 35 is a simplified sectional illustration taken of the main assembly constructed and operative 
in accordance with another preferred embodiment of the present invention mounted in a motor 
vehicle. 

This unit's construction is based on the design of the unit depicted in Fig. No. 33. 
. Note that this unit is equipped with two inputs for the liquid, the two inputs of the liquid are 
connected to a bi-directional valve. 
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Fig. 36 is a simplified sectional illustration taken of the main assembly constructed and operative 
in accordance with another preferred embodiment of the present invention mounted in a motor 
vehicle. 

Fig. 37 is a simplified exploded view illustration of a heating chamber. A heat sink is mounted on 
this heating unit. 

Fig.38A is a simplified pictorial illustration of the heating chamber presented in Fig. 37. 

Fig.38B shows atop view presentation of the heating chamber shown in Fig. 38A. 

Fig.39A is a simplified sectional illustration of the liquid heating chamber along lines XXXTX - 
XXXIX in Fig. 39B, wherein, as seen, several flow directions of the liquid are discemable in the 
shown cross-section. 

Fig.39B presents a top view of the liquid heating chamber that is depicted in Fig. 39A, wherein 
several flow directions of the liquid are discemable in the shown cross-section view of the unit. 

Fig.40 is a simplified isometric sectional illustration of a liquid heating chamber, taken along lines 
XL - XL in Fig. 38B. 

Fig.41A and Fig. 41B are simplified sectional illustrations of the liquid heating chamber, taken 
along lines XXXIX - XXXIX in Fig. 39B, wherein one can observe, respectively, a normal and 
operating fuse in one of them, and a melted fuse that cut-off the electric circuit (contact) in the 
second figure. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 



Reference is now made to Fig.32, which is a simplified illustration of a main assembly 5104 
constructed and operative in accordance with another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention mounted in a motor vehicle. 

Leaky one way valve 5260 (shown in Fig. 32) is based on the leaky one way valve 3260's 
structure (Fig. 22), wherein we introduced a difference in its construction, as evident in Fig. 5260 
as compared to the 3260 leaky valve. The essence of the change is that leaky one way valve 5260 
was manufactured without the ball that exists in leaky one way valve 3260 of figure 22. 

Let's refer to Fig. 22, and study some of the functions that applied to the leaky one way valve 
3260. 

Quoting from the description that refers to Fig. 22. Quote: 

"Liquid inlet pathway portion 3250 preferably comprises a leaky one way valve 3260, preferably 
having a channel 3262 formed in a valve seat 3264 thereof, as shown in detail in Fig. 22. Valve 
3260 preferably permits supply of liquid under pressure to the liquid heating chamber 
accommodating volume 3180 but restricts backflow therethrough to a relatively slow rate". 
Unquote. 

The main reason for removing the ball from the leaky one way valve 3260, was the will to 
eliminate the phenomena of water and/or vapor flow from the sprinklers upon the hood or the 
windshield's glass while the liquid is being warmed up in heating unit 3104. 

By removing the ball from the leaky one way valve 3260, a function that was operative in the 
former leaky one way valve, was cancelled. 

Consider this situation: the removal of the ball from the leaky one way valve 3260 cancelled the 
function that "restricted backflow therethrough to a relatively slow rate". The removal of the ball 
enabled the driving of a speedy flow as a backflow from the sprayers 3124 back to the reservoir 
(3112). Verily, the main reason for removing^the ball from the leaky one way valve 3260 was 
indeed to cancel this phenomena' of a back leak flow of liquid or vapors from the sprayers, 
preferably protecting the hood and the windshield's glass during the duration of heating the liquid 
in unit 3104. 
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This variation, of preferably manufacturing the unit without the ball, is the major variance between 
main assembly unit 3 104 and main assembly 5 104. 

This variance in production, might be used for manufacturing the units both as units for OEM 
marketing and as "After Market" parts. 

A certain disadvantage exists when manufacturing the units without the ball in them, namely, that 
there is no immediate, convenient way to re-introduce the ball into the device - if it one wants it 
there, without dismantling and re-assembling the unit - if the functional properties of the system 
are to be modified- 

Reference is now made to Fig.33, which is a simplified illustration of a main assembly 5504 
constructed and operative in accordance with another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention mounted in a motor vehicle. 

Main assembly 5504 is essentially similar to main assembly 3104 (Fig. 22). The major difference 
between the two units is expressed by the following additions and changes: 
Ball 5752 was introduced into the leaky one way valve 5660 unit. 
Liquid inlet pathway portion 5758 was added. 

Liquid inlet pathway portion 5758 was connected with leaky one way valve 5660 at the entrance 
of 5760. 

A cover 5764 was introduced, to cover liquid inlet pathway portion 5758. 

Through the additions and changes that we introduced we formed a condition that brings main 
assembly 5504 (described in Fig. 33) to be identical with main assembly 3104 (described in Fig. 
22) - as far as the following operational functions are considered: operation, hydraulic, heating 
and the flow of the liquid to sprayers 3124, and from sprayers 3124 back to reservoir 31 12. 

The liquid enters into main assembly 5504 in the main flow direction 5762, via liquid inlet 
pathway portion 5650 while passing through the leaky one way valve 5660. A backwards flow in 
an opposing direction would flow at the so defined "leaky level" back to reservoir 3112 from the 
sprayers 3124. 
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The description of the main assembly 3 104 (in Fig. 22) might be viewed as appropriate for 
explaining main assembly 5504 in Fig. 33, and hence it would be superfluous to repeat it herein 
under. 

It is possible, employing the additional "liquid inlet pathway portion" (5758) and the cap 5764, to 
use the same main assembly unit 5504 in a variety of different operational modes, without having 
to recourse to dismantling the internal parts of the main assembly 5504. 

Two out of the various operational forms will be explained later on, when describing figures 34 
and 35. 

Reference is now made to Fig.34, which is a simplified illustration of main assembly 5804 
constructed and operative in accordance with another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention mounted in a motor vehicle. 

Main assembly 5804 (Fig. 33) is based upon the structure of main assembly 5504 (Fig. 33) 
wherein the major variance between the units is expressed by the following additions and changes. 
The addition of a bi-directional faucet 5810, such that from its entrance opening 5812 it is possible 
to lead the flow path of the liquid to an upper exit opening 5816 of the faucet or to a lower drain 
exit opening 5820 of the faucet. 

Upper exit opening 5816 is connected to liquid inlet pathway portion 5650 through tubelet 5824. 
Lower exit opening 5820 is connected to liquid inlet pathway portion 5758 through tubelet 5826. 
A bi-directional faucet 5810 is provided in a state wherein it is open to bi-directional flow of the 
liquid from its inlet opening 5612 to an bottom exit outlet opening 5820 (and from the bottom exit 
opening to the opening.5660. 

At the state at which a bi-directional faucet 5810 it is found, it creates a condition such that the 
system by-passes the leaky one way valve 5660 that contains ball 5752. 

Switching over the bi-directional valve 5810 into the by-passing position of the leaky one way 
valve 5660 (the lever of the valve 5811 positioned in the state defined in Fig. 34 bring the main 
assembly 5804 system (Fig. 34) to an activity state identical to state defined in Fig. 32 for the 
Main Assembly 5104. 

The state defined in Fig. 34 enables free flow of the liquid in the direction shown by the arrows 
5830, 5832, 5834 and arrows 5836. 

Subject to the additions and changes that were introduced, we created a state of affairs that brings 
main assembly 5804 (described in Fig. 34) and main assembly 5104 (described in Fig. 32) to be - 

89 



identical, from the point of view of its operational functions, hydraulics, heating and the flow of 
the liquid to sprayers 3124, and from sprayers 3124 back to reservoir 31 12. The explanation was 
given before (in the description of Fig. 32). 

Reference is now made to Fig.35, which is a simplified illustration of a main assembly 5904 
constructed and operative in accordance with another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention mounted in a motor vehicle. 

Main assembly 5904 is based on the structure of main assembly 5804 (Fig. 34), wherein the only 
difference between these two main assemblies is the variance in the state of the faucet's lever 581 1 
from the state shown in Fig. 34, to the position of faucet's lever 591 1 shown in Fig. 35. 

In the state at which the bi-directional faucet 5910 with faucet's lever 591 1 is shown in Fig. 35, it 
blocks the flow passage to the bottom exit opening 5820 and blocks the flow passage to the upper 
exit opening 5816, thus enabling the flow of the liquid through the leaky one way valve 5660. 

This state of the faucet's lever 591 1 in Fig. 35 leads the main assembly 5904 (Fig. 35) to an 
operational activity condition identical to the one shown in Fig. 33 for main assembly 5504. 
Preferably, this state defined in Fig. 35 enables bi-directional flow of the liquid in the directions of 
arrows 5940, 5942 and arrows 5944. 

To recapitulate this result: it is noted that the flow of the liquid is free through the leaky one way 
valve 5660. 

On the other hand, the flow of the liquid from sprayers 3124 main assembly 5904 and through the 
leaky one way valve 5660 is a restricted flow, flowing at the restricted flow that the leaky one way 
valve 5660 enforces. 

By varying the state of faucet's lever 591 1 (as in Fig. 35) we introduced a situation that leads main 
the main assembly 5904 described in Fig. 35 and main assembly 5504 described in Fig. 33, to be 
identical, from the point of view of its operational functions, hydraulics, heating and the flow of 
the liquid to sprayers 3124, and from sprayers 3124 back to reservoir 31 12. The explanation was 
given before. 
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Similarly to the explanation relating to Fig. 22, and in accordance with the quotation cited below 
for Fig. 32, the same activity functions also exist in the main assembly 5904 of Fig. 35. 

It is a particular feature of the present invention that the provision of liquid drain aperture 3228 in 
sleeve 3184 together with leaky one-way valve 3260 provides both overheating and anti-freezing 
protection for the main assembly 3104. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Reference is now made to Fig.36, which is a simplified illustration of main assembly 6004 
constructed and operative in accordance with another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention mounted in a motor vehicle. 

Preferably, the main assembly 6004 unit is basically based on main assembly 3104 shown in 
figures 20, 21 A, 21B, 22 and 23, whereas the main differences are related to the liquid heating 
chamber 6316 and the parts associated with it. 

A second, detailed discussion of the variance between the two, would be given below, as part of 
the description and explanations of the following figures. 

Reference is now made to figures 37, 38A, 38B, 39A and 39B, which present a simplified 
illustration of main assembly 6104 constructed and operative in accordance with another preferred 
embodiment of the present invention, preferably mounted in a motor vehicle. 

Fig. 37 constitutes an exploded view of the liquid heating chamber 6316 assembly. 
Preferably, principal housing portion 6160 (Fig. 36) comprises a generally circular cylindrical 
liquid heating chamber accommodating volume 6180, in a major portion of which is disposed a 
liquid heating chamber 6316. Liquid heating chamber 6316 preferably comprises a circular 
cylindrical outer sleeve 6184 having a base 6186, which defines a sealing ring retaining socket 
6188, arranged to retain an insulating liquid sealing ring 6190 (Fig. 36). 

A plurality of heating elements, preferably two in number, designated by reference numerals 6192 
and 6194 and 3 196, are located within sleeve 6184. 

Preferably, two halves (6193, 6195) of heat sink (6--) are being connected to the two heating 
elements 6192 and 6194. The contact might preferably be done by soldering or by any other 
connecting method that would provide a good heat transfer between the two items (namely, 
heating elements 6192 and 6194 and heat sinks 6193 and 6195, respectively). Preferably, in this 
bonding together process, the two parts of the heat sinks participate and preferably openings 6310, 
6312 and 6314 serve for passage of the liquid through the heat sinks. Preferably, such opening are 
embedded in all the heat sinks. - 
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Openings 6332, 6333 and 6334 are preferably openings in sleeve 6184. Such openings might be 
encountered in small quantities and also in larger quantities, preferably in all kinds of shapes and 
geometries and preferably in a variety of places on the units. 

The openings are preferably designed mainly in order to enable liquid flow through sleeve 6184, a 
flow that essentially most of it is preferably into sleeve 61 84. 

Note that fuse housing 6330 is connected to the base. Further details bout the fuse will be 
provided in figures 40, 41 A and 4 IB. 

Reference is now made to Fig. 38A and Fig. 38B. 

Fig. 38A is a simplified exploded isometric view illustration of a heating chamber 6316. 
Fig.38B is a simplified pictorial illustration of the heating chamber presented in Fig. 38A. In this 
top view, the shape of the profiles from which preferably the heat sink is constructed, is clearly 
seen. 

Reference is now made to figures 39A and 39B, which are simplified illustrations of a liquid 
heating chamber 6316. 

Fig. 39A is a cross-section view of the XXXIX - XXXIX section of the liquid heating chamber 
6316 that is marked in Fig. 39B. Preferably, the positioning selected for the heat sinks 6193 and 
6195 is fixed by considering the properties of the heating elements 6192 and 6194 positions. The 
heating elements are preferably connected to the base 6186, preferably by soldering. 
The locations of the heat sinks, 6193 and 6195, are preferably selected so that a flow gap would 
remain between the lower surface 6370 of the heat sink and the upper base surface 6372 of the 
heat sinks basa6 186. 

The lengths of each of the heat sinks 6193 and 6195 is such, that preferably a gap enabling internal 
flow between the heat sinks' upper surface 6376 and the upper surface 6378 of the cylindrical 
outer sleeve 6184 would be maintained. 

Flow of the liquid inside liquid heating chamber 6316, preferably in various different directions, is 
provided. Preferably, liquid flow is being generated because of the differences of temperature that 
exist in the liquid. Thus, liquid flow is preferably generated and maintained when the liquid enters 
the liquid heating chamber 6316. 

Preferably, those flows generate homogenization effects in the liquid - higher uniformity ot the 
liquid's temperature in the liquid heating chamber is achieved. 
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The uniformity thus obtained, preferably raises the efficiency of the heating of the liquid and its 
spraying effects. 

The major flows happen preferably in the directions depicted by the arrows 6340, 6341, 6342 
and 6344. 

Preferably, liquid is flowing through the openings 6310, 6312 and 6314. 

These flow patterns — some of them designated by arrows 6346 and 6347, are characterized by the 
fact that preferably they pass through the openings located in the heat sinks. 

These liquid flows can be preferably maintained along the directions of the arrows 6346 and 6347 
and preferably also in the opposite directions to those of the arrows. 

Flow in the direction of arrow 6340 happens preferably in the upper part of the liquid heating 
chamber 6316 - preferably from the inner space of the heat sinks to the inner space of the 
cylindrical outer sleeve 6184. 

Flow in the direction of arrow 6344 (Fig. 39A ) runs preferably in the lower part of the liquid 
heating chamber 6316 - preferably from inner parts of the heat sinks to the inner space of the heat 
sinks 6193 and 6195. 

The above mentioned variety of flow, preferably cause homogenous temperatures distribution in 
the liquid heating chamber 6316, and hence a measurement of the temperature of the liquid at the 
exit opening might preferably be considered adequate for indicating the liquid's average 
temperature within the heating chamber 6316. Managing the temperature and flow controls, done 
in accordance with measuring the temperature of the liquid at this point, enhances the efficiency of 
the heating and the spraying. This approach preferably enables to perform better spraying cycles 
of liquid from the sprayers when its temperature is within a pre-selected range of preferably 
desired temperatures. 

This feature, used in the present invention is important in certain cases in order to conform to the 
requirements and specifications of the vehicles' manufacturers, who dictate an upper limit to the 
temperature allowed for spraying. 

As cited above, heat sinks 6193 and 6195 are preferably connected to heating elements 6192 and 
.6194, respectively. This arrangement, increases the capability of the system's heat transfer from 
heating elements 6192 and 6194 to heat sinks 6193 and 6195, and from there - to the liquid.. 
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In tests that were conducted, it was established that with two heating elements, into which two heat 
sinks are connected, preferably as shown in figures 39A and 39B, the efficiency of heat transfer to 
the liquid is better than that achieved with three (and longer) hearting elements, that are seen in 
Fig. 22. 

The new configuration of integrating the heat elements with the heat sinks formed an added 
reservoir within the existing liquid heating chamber 6316. Preferably, this added reservoir 
contributes, inter alia, a better heat transfer to the liquid, as well as to higher uniformity of the 
temperature in the cylindrical liquid heating chamber as claimed above. 

The tests did prove that this system provides faster heating, increased spraying cycles rate 
capability, and it becomes possible to reduce the maximal electric current values of the heating 
elements. 

An additional advantage of the liquid heating chamber 6316 presented in Fig. 39A vis a vis that of 
Fig. 22 (the one with three bent heating elements), is that it has a larger volume of liquid (stored 
and heated). 

One more additional advantage of the liquid heating chamber 6316 presented in Fig. 39A as 
compared to the one presented in Fig. 22 (the one with three bent heating elements), is that the 
pressure drop (i. e., the hydraulic resistance to the liquid's flow) is lower in the liquid heating 
chamber 6316 of figure 39A. 

The reduction of the pressure to the liquid flow is a severe requirement, dictated by car 
manufacturers. Among their specifications, a maximal pressure drop is specified, for example 0.3 
Atmospheres by one manufacturer, that is permitted for the main assembly 6104. 

As cited above, heating elements 6192 and 6194 are preferably connected to base 6186, and heat 
sinks 6193 and 6195 are connected to the heating elements. 

The structure is such, that preferably a gap is formed between the heat sinks and the base, namely 
between heat sink's bottom surface (6370) and upper surface (6372) of the base 6186. 

Preferably, the heating elements heat up the liquid - and part of this heat energy passes preferably 
directly to the base. The quantity of this transferred heat is relative to the temperatures difference 
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between the envelope of the heating element (which is in direct contact with the base) and the 
temperature of the base proper. 

This fraction of the energy constitutes energy loss (verily - wasted) on the one side, and 
unnecessary heating of parts that are in direct contact with it on the other side. 
Non desirable heating of the plastic material constituting the principal housing portion (6160) 
followed by heating of the sealing gasket in groove 61 88 cause enhanced wear, harmful to these 
parts and might even ruin them altogether. 

In our specific case, this means potential damage to the area of the sealing constituents of the 
liquid volumes, which might lead to leaks rendering these parts non-serviceable and even requiring 
their replacement. 

It was pointed out earlier (refer to the description of Fig. 39A), it was explicitly cited that 

preferably there exists a gap between heat sinks 6193 and 6195 and the base (6186). 

Two major factors that cause the heating elements' area to be at a lower temperature than the one 

that would be achieved without using the heat sinks have to be considered. 

The first factor: the heat sinks causes high cooling of the heating elements. 

The second factor: a large part of the heat (energy) that was produced by the heating elements is 

transferred to the heat sinks. This heat does hardly reach to the base 6186, as most of it is 

transferred to the liquid. 

Hence - because of the selected structure, we ended at a system with a side effect that increases 
the thermal efficiency of the system together with decrease of probable damage at the contact area 
of the base with its adjacent parts. 

The three added volumes that preferably were formed for the liquid, which we introduced when 
referring to liquid heating chamber 6316, increase the thermal efficiency of main assembly 6104 - 
when the system is heating up the liquid without driving it to flow. The heating effect is generated 
by the heating elements which are preferably at a higher temperature than those of other parts of 
the system. 

Part of this heat is transferred to the liquid found within the volumes of the heat sinks. Through 
the heat sinks, part of the heat is transferred to the volume "residing" between the volumes 
between the heat sinks and the cylindrical liquid heating chamber 6184, and from there - 
preferably by the liquid itself - another part arrives at the cylindrical liquid heating chamber 61 84. 
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Preferably, through the side walls of the cylindrical liquid heating chamber, part of the heat is 
transferred to the liquid volume found at the cylindrical liquid heating chamber and from there to 
principal housing portion 6160 (Fig. 36). 

It is well known that transferring heat by a flowing liquid is the best way for transferring heat, 
whereas a partial blocking of the flow would drastically reduce the heat transfer. The profusion of 
volumes and/or their partitions walls reduce the liquid capability to flow between the chambers 
volume, and thus substantive reduction of the heat transfer capability from the heat sinks to the of 
main assembly 6104 results. 

We stress the fact, that preferably the reduction of heat transfer top the main assembly, contributes 
to an increase of the thermal efficiency of the main assembly (6104). 

At the time the liquid is flowing, heat transfers also occurs preferably between the liquid of the 
heating elements to the principal housing portion 6160. Heat that arrived at the outer volumes of 
the flow would preferably heat them up, too. 

As the forced flow continues, this heated liquid enters the inner volumes, where it is subject to 
additional heat input. 

Actually, the heat received by the liquid in the external volumes of the heat sinks would be 
returned to the system and would not be lost. 

Hence, it is concluded that the profusion of chambers and many partition walls, indeed increases 
the efficiency system's performance. 

Experiments carried out at the laboratories of Microheat enterprises, have actually proven this 
statements. 

Reference is now made to figures 40, 41 A and 41B, which present simplified illustrations of a 
liquid heating chamber 6316. 

A fuse 6390 is presented in these figures. This fuse is preferably connected to base 6186, 
preferably by soldering. 

The current to heating elements 6192 and 6194 passes through this fuse. For the sake of the 
following explanation, let's assume that the input of the current to the heaters starts at an electrical 
connector point 6399. From there the current passes, preferably through the first end of the 
heating elements 6192 and 6194, towards the other ends of the heating elements that are preferably 



97 



connected to the metal body of the heating elements, and from there to the base 6186. Up to this 
point in our presentation (of the current path) is a straight forward one as common in electrical 
heaters and does not call for elaboration. 

Further "down the road" (along the current path) to the electric contact point 6398, the current 
passes through the fuse, as will be explained below. 

From base 6186, the current passes to fuse housing 6392, which is preferably made of metal, to 
enable electric current to run through it. From fuse housing 6392, the current proceeds to 
soldering material 6396 at an outer zone of the soldered 6393, and from there preferably through 
the soldered material 6396, to an internal area of the soldered material 6395, and then preferably to 
an electricity contact 6398. 

The electric path through the system and its auxiliaries was described above, for passing through a 
fuse under normal condition (the fuse is intact). 

Insulator 6394, preferably made of plastic material, serves for locating an electricity contact 6398 
within the fuse housing 6392, and this - inter alia, for potentially additional manufacturing tasks. 
When a problem develops in the liquid heating chamber 6316, e. g., there is a very low - or not at 
all liquid in the liquid heating chamber 6316, we are exposed to the danger of over-heating related 
malfunctions. 

If we activate the system at under these conditions, activation of the heating elements might result 
in internal heating of the liquid heating chamber 63 1 6. 

The temperature sensor at the exit outlet of the liquid would not detect this temperature rise 
accurately, and hence would not trigger the electric current shut down because of this non-detected 
anomalous temperature rise. The increased internal heating of liquid heating chamber 63 1 6 and the 
increased heating of heating elements 6192 and 6194 would cause overheating of base 6186 which 
in turn would preferably cause increased heat in fuse housing 6392. 

When the temperature at fuse housing 6392 exceeds the melting temperature of the soldered 6396, 
preferably the soldered material will melt and drip - as illustrated in Fig. 41B. The dripping of the 
melted solder material 6399 would preferably ensue the cut off of the electricity circuit continuity 
between fuse housing 6392 and the electricity connection 6398. 

This circuit break down, is a one-time occurrence and provides protection against damage to the 
vehicle in which this safety device is installed. Note that because a failure of this nature is a 
critical failure, several vehicles' manufacturers decided that this fuse should preferably be a one- 
time fuse (rather than one that can be re-activated). 
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Because, as said, this kind of a malfunction is a critical one, several vehicles' manufacturers 
specified a protection that preferably is not only software dependent and required a fool-proof safe 
protection for shutting the electric current supply at on occurrence of this critical overheating 
problem malfunction. 

Installations of this type, and tests that were performed for and with manufacturers, have proven 
the validity of this concept. 

Let's consider several additional points regarding the protection against overheating that are 
provided by the system. 

Essentially, overheating might occur in what we would like to refer to as "two levels". Let's call 
one "the low level of the elevated temperatures" and the other one "the critical level of the 
elevated temperatures". 

The low level of the elevated temperatures is encountered when the liquid heating chamber 63 1 6 is 
full or partially full. 

The "critical level of the elevated temperatures" we referred to, is encountered and results in 
overheating when there is no (or nearly no) liquid in the liquid heating chamber 6316. 
To stress a point - the temperatures of the heating elements 6192 and 6194 - when they are being 
heated up without transferring their heat to the liquid, might rise up to approximately 600°C. Such 
a high temperature might, if not dealt with quickly, cause damage to the vehicle in which the unit, 
is installed. 

The fuse 6390 was developed and installed to preferably handle "The critical level of the elevated 
temperatures" potential occurrence and its ensuing potential damages. It was found that this 
solution conforms to the requirements and specifications of the vehicles' manufacturers that 
tested it. 

For "the low level of the elevated temperatures" potential occurrence, several preferably software 
based protection answers were installed. * These protection means rely on temperature 
measurements, with or without linked measurement of times (duration, etc.) such as instants at 
which temperature detected by the sensors starts to In summary: there are some methods based 
preferably on temperature sensors and activation of protection means, such as preferable current 
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cut off, and other that integrate temperature measurements and times data to preferably react as 
necessary. 

We find it appropriate to add some comments regarding the logic of protection actually used for 
treatment of the "low level range of the elevated temperatures" protection means. 
The logic contains protections as follow: 

1. Spray any way if high level of predetermined temperature (70°C) is not reached during certain 
time of the heating process. 

2. Spray by time if low level of predetermined temperature (53°C) is not reached during spraying. 

3. Stop working if certain temperature is not reached during first 20 seconds of the heating 
process (protection against empty liquid heating chamber). 

4. Stop working if during spraying certain delta temperature is, not reached (protection against 
empty reservoir or liquid heating chamber of system). 

5. Stop working if sensor senses too high temperature (over heat protection 85°C). 

6. Stop working if voltage is lower than predetermined (overload protection 10 V). 

7. Stop working if voltage is higher than predetermined (protection against problem in electrical 
system of car, 16.4 V). 

8. Stop working if the temperature on the PCB is higher than predetermined (125 C). 

9. Stop working if microprocessor will detect problem with temperature sensor. 
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1 . A heated liquid discharge system comprising: 

a main assembly which provides liquid heating and includes electrical and liquid flow control 

functionalities; 

pump and a liquid inflow conduit supplying liquid from a liquid reservoir to said main 
assembly; and 

a liquid outflow conduit supplying fluid to al least one sprayer located at at least one location 
on a motor vehicle. 

Said main assembly comprising a liquid heating chamber communicating with said liquid 
inflow conduit and said liquid outflow conduit; and 

within said liquid heating chamber there exists at least one heating element in contact with a 
heat sink that transfers the heat energy to the liquid. 

2. A system in accordance with claim 1, wherein at the heat sink there exists at least one flow 
passage for the liquid. 

3. A system in accordance with claims 1 and 2, wherein at the heat sink there is a free passage for 

the flow of the liquid through it. 

4. A system in accordance with any of claims 1 to 3, wherein said flow passage at said heat 
sink forms a reservoir-like open volume. 

5. A system in accordance with claim 4, wherein the heating element is connected to the heat 
sink's base and dictates a flow passage between the base (6186) and the heat sink's bottom 

' (6370) that enables flow passage of the liquid into the heating element (6193). 

6. A system in accordance with claims 4 a n a 5, wherein the upper end (6373) of the heat sink 
allows for a flow gap between it and the adjacent side wall (6378). 
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7. A system in accordance with any of claims 4 to 6, wherein the gaps enable a spinning flow 
within the reservoir like volume that is contained in the heat sink. 

8. A system in accordance with claims 1 and 2, wherein there exists at least one opening in the 
heat sink's side wall enabling liquid flow through it. 

9. A system in accordance with claims 1 and 4, wherein the reservoir-like open volume exists as 

an inner volume within a reservoir around it (6195) and between them an intermediate 
volume exists. 

10. A system in accordance with claims 7 and 9, wherein part of the spinning activity of the 
liquid takes place between the intermediate volume and the reservoir-like open volume 
located in the heating element. 

11. A system in accordance with claim 10, wherein at least a part of the spinning activity of the 
liquid, takes place through at least one opening (6312) located at said heat sink's side wall. 

12. A system in accordance with any of claims 1 to 1 1, wherein the spinning activity of the liquid 
causes to introduce homogeneity of the liquid found within the liquid heating chamber. 

13. A system in accordance with claims 1 and 2, wherein the flow passage at the liquid heating 
chamber constitutes solely a slight resistance to it, from the point of view of a pressure drop. 

14. A system in accordance with claim 5, wherein the connecting of said heat sink to said heating 
elements and the gap between said heat sink to said base (6186) reduce the heat transfer from 
said heating elements to said base. 

15. A system in accordance with claim 14, wherein transfer of heat from said heat sink to said 
base (6186) increases the thermal efficiency of main assembly 6104. 

16. A heated liquid discharge system comprising: 

a main assembly which provides liquid heating and includes electrical and liquid flow control 

functionalities; 
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pump and a liquid inflow conduit supplying liquid from a liquid reservoir to said main 
assembly; and 

a liquid outflow conduit supplying fluid to al least one sprayer located at at least one location 
on a motor vehicle. 

said main assembly comprising a liquid heating chamber communicating with said liquid 
inflow conduit and said liquid outflow conduit, forming a volume for said liquid between 
principal housing portion (6160) to cylindrical outer sleeve 6184; and 

additional volume formed for said liquid between cylindrical outer sleeve 6184 to said heat 
sinks; and 

providing volume for said liquid inside said heat sinks. 

17. A system in accordance with claim 16, wherein a flowing liquid enters said first volume and 
subsequently flows to the other two volumes. Actually, splitting of said liquid flows is taking 
place. 

18. A system in accordance with claim 17, wherein the main liquid flow occurs between principal 
housing portion (6160) to cylindrical outer sleeve 6184 

19. A system in accordance with any of claims 16 to 18, wherein the temperature gradient 
between said three volumes is such that the temperature at said outer volume is low and 
causes only small heat loss of said liquid, thus increasing said thermal efficiency of said 
main assembly (6104). 

20 A system in accordance with any of claims 16 to 19, wherein said system is operated without 
driven flow. 

21. A system in accordance with any of claims 16 to 19, wherein said system is operated with 
liquid flow driven in it. 

22. A heated liquid discharge system comprising: 

a main assembly which provides liquid heating and includes electrical and liquid flow control 

functionalities; 
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pump and a liquid inflow conduit supplying liquid from a liquid reservoir to said main 
assembly; and 

a liquid outflow conduit supplying fluid to al least one sprayer located at at least one location 
on a motor vehicle. 

Said main assembly comprising a liquid heating chamber communicating with said liquid 
inflow conduit and said liquid outflow conduit 
Base (61 86) of said liquid heating chamber; and 

An electricity fuse 6390 connected to said base, located outside of said liquid heating chamber. 

23. A system in accordance with claim 22, in which a good heat transfer feature exists between 
said base to said fuse, when said fuse is in mechanical and thermal connection to said base. 

24. A system in accordance with claims 22 and 23, wherein said fuse contains soldering material 

(6396), whose melting temperature is lower than that of an adjacent part. 

25. A system in accordance with any of claims 22 to 24, wherein the electric current through the 
fuse passes through said material characterized by its low melting temperature. 

26. A system in accordance with any of claims 22 to 25, wherein - when said fuse is heated to a 
temperature above said melting temperature of said soldering material, said soldering 
material melts, and at least part of it breaks away from said fuse. This melting occurrence 
causes the desired cut off of said electric current through said fuse. 

27. A system in accordance with claim 26, wherein said fuse is a one-time fuse that cuts off said 
electric current to at least one of said heating elements. This occurrence is — as said, a one- 
time and final occurrence. 

28. A heated liquid discharge system comprising: 

a main assembly which provides liquid heating .and includes electrical and liquid flow control 
functionalities; 

pump and a liquid inflow conduit supplying liquid from a liquid reservoir to said main 
assembly; and 
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a liquid outflow conduit supplying fluid to al least one sprayer located at at least one location 
on a motor vehicle. 

Said main assembly comprising a liquid heating chamber communicating with said liquid 
inflow conduit and said liquid outflow conduit contains a leaky one way valve (5660); and 
wherein ball 5752 was removed from said leaky one way valve. 

29. A system in accordance with claim 28, wherein - by eliminating said ball, the operation of 
said leaky one-way valve was canceled and thus free flow is enable through it in both 
directions. 

30. A heated liquid discharge system comprising: 

a main assembly which provides liquid heating and includes electrical and liquid flow control 

functionalities; 

pump and a liquid inflow conduit supplying liquid from a liquid reservoir to said main 
assembly; and 

a liquid outflow conduit supplying fluid to al least one sprayer located at at least one location 
on a motor vehicle. 

Said main assembly comprising a liquid heating chamber communicating with said liquid 
inflow conduit and said liquid outflow conduit; and 

an additional liquid input opening was added to said main assembly, wherein at its extension it 
is connected directly to said leaky one way valve assembly. 

31. A system in accordance with claim 30, wherein - using a suitable cover, said entrance 
opening that at its extension is connected directly to said leaky one way valve assembly at 
said main assembly was closed. 

By using said cover to close said opening, a condition was formed in which the activity of 
said main assembly would be such that it performs the activity of said leaky one way valve at 
its normal operational mode. 

32. A system in accordance with claim 30, wherein a bi-directional valve is connected to one 
liquid entrance opening and to two liquid exit openings. Said two liquid exit openings were 
connected to two said entrance openings of said main assembly, namely: 

First input (entrance) opening that its extension is the regular liquid input opening is 
connected to said the leaky one way valve (5660). 
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and a second input (entrance) opening -that at its extension is directly connected to said the 
leaky one way valve (5660). 

33. A system in accordance with claim 32, wherein said leaky one way valve of said main 
assembly is set to lead the liquid flow to an opening, such that it by-passes said the leaky one 
way valve (5660). It is connected on its other opening to said second input opening — directly 
to leaky one way opening. The operation of said one way leaky valve is restricted, with the 
outcome that its liquid can by-pass said the leaky one way valve by flowing through the 
second entrance input opening. 

34. A system in accordance with claim 32. wherein said faucet at said main assembly is adjusted 
to drive the liquid flow to said first entrance opening - the one that at its extension is directly 
connected to second input opening, namely the regular liquid entrance to said the leaky one 
way valve. Thus the full the leaky one way valve functions are operating. 

35. A system in accordance with claims 32 to 34, wherein the functional operation of said main 
assembly is established in accordance with the setting of said faucet. 

Switching over said faucet (namely, said leaky one way valve) from one state to the other, is 
a simple operation, conveniently performed by the driver. 
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FIG. 9A 
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